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QUE  HOLT  FOUMDEES  1 

If  you  have  read  your  yademecum  care«* 

fully,  and  ai*e  gifted  with  a  retentive 

memory,  you  will  reeall  on  page  96  a 

•entenco  of  Father  Julien  Actorie; 

»»If  one  could  fhse  them  all  Into 
a  single  characteristic  feature, 
the  manifold  charg^cter  of  our 
venerable  departed  brethren,  we 
should  have  before  our  eyes  the 
perfect  model  of  the  true  BasilianV 

It  will  be  the  task  of  this  conference 

to  sketch  briefly  the  lives  of  our 

Founders,  not  as  a  matter  of  factual 

information,  but  as  examples  of  the 

virtues  required  in  the  state  of  life 

tb^y  embraced  and  in  which  we  are 

folloHring  —  that  of  religious  in  a 

community  of  priests  whose  principal 

work  is  education*^ 

Iiet  us  begin  with  Father  Joseph  Lapierre, 
the  first  Superior  General*  He  was  a 
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priest  of  great  seal,  a  model  of  order 
and  method  in  temporalities.  Although 
he  had  received  a  good  education  and 
was  head  of  a  teaching  community  he  had 
little  aptitude  for  teaching^  indeed 
he  always  retained  a  preference  for 
parochial  work*  He  kept  for  his  part 
the  adrainis oration  and  organization, 
tasks  for  which  liis  talents  were  better 
suited,  and  entrusted  the  actual  cla6s«* 
room  duties  to  his  assoolates*  Father 
Irftplerre  was  bom  in  1757  while  Canada 
wms  still  a  French  Colony  and  the  United 
States  was  partitioned  among  England ^ 
France  and  Spain.  He  was  ordained  in 
1762  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  and 
until  1792  there  is  little  to  distinguish 
his  Itf e  from  that  of  any  fervent  young 
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priest •  In  that  year  his  uncompromis- 
ing denunciation  of  irreligious  opin« 
ions  forced  him  to  hide  from  the  fury 
of  the  French  Eeirolution*  The  next  six 
years  were  passed  in  secret  ministry* 
In  179d  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St* 
Symphorien  and  while  still  in  hiding 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  first  Bas- 
ilian  school*  In  1822^  when  financial 
difficulties  threatened  this  work  and 
his  chief  associate  actually  withdren^ 
he  consented  to  abandon  his  own  f inaa« 
cial  interests  in  the  work  and  to  Join 
a  nsMT  religious  community*  At  a  time 
when  habits  are  deeply  rooted  and  men 
look  forward  to  spending  their  remain* 
ing  years  In  less  exacting  work  ««*  he 
was  then  forty  years  ordained  -—  he 
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asaumed  the  obligatione  of  religious 
life  and  was  chosen  first  Superior  Qen-» 
eral*  The  Ootomunity  was  small  and 
working  in  hostile  surroundings^  but 
the  work  that  it  aooomplished  was  sueh 
that  several  bishops  petitioned  thi 
Holy  See  to  grant  it  recogrdtion  and 
on  September  15f  l<37i  Pope  Gregory  XTI 
granted  it  the  full  decree  of  praise* 
Xt  is  froii  that  date  we  take  our  pre«» 
cedenee  in  the  raziks  of  Congregations 
of  men  with  simple  vows*  This  decree 
was  the  crowning  point  in  Father  La-* 
Pierre *s  life  of  eighty^oft*  years*  The 
following  year  he  was  called  to  his 
eternal  reward «  leaving  behind  a  repu«* 
tation  as  a  humble  man  of  retiring 
disposition* 
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Our  second  Superior  General  was  a 
different  type#  Re  v/as  urbane,  affable, 
a  good  conversationalist I  a  preacher 
much  in  demand,  a  teacher  thrice  decor- 
ated by  a  goTemment  now  less  unfriendly 
to  religious  teachers*  He  was  a  bom 
adnlnlstrator  and  a  raan  of  initiative. 
Enterprising,  he  had  been  most  active 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Congreg- 
ation and  when  he  was  seventy  years  old 
did  not  hesitate  to  deplete  his  sraall 
flock  by  sending  teachers  to  the  mission* 
ary  diocese  of  7o3ronto«  Father  Pierre 
Tourvieille  was  bom  on  June  5,  1780» 
During  the  French  Revolution  it  was  his 
duty  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  an  elder 
brother  who  was  a  priest  in  hiding*  la 
this  work  he  first  showed  that  prudence 
which  was  so  noticeable  later  on*  He 
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b«gan  his  course  in  Theology  at  St# 
Symphorien  in  1802  and  was  ordained 
priest  on  July  Xk^   1^7*  He  soon  became 
noted  for  hts  preaching  and  from  1820 
to  ld45f  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
his  summer  vacation  was  a  succession  of 
retreats.  He  was  an  able  confessor, 
one  could  bring  back  fallen  Catholics* 
Although  he  never  heax^  then  during 
tMr  student  days,  many  of  his  old  pupils 
wade  hl»  their  regular  confessor*  In 
183d  he  was  chosen  second  Superior  Gen^ 
eral,  and  held  office  until  his  death 
In  18594  He  was  the  first  to  insist 
that  Basilian  teachers  should  be  fully 
trained  university  graduates* 

The  priest  who  had  the  chief  role  In 
the  negoglations  preceding  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  the  Oomniunity  in  1822  was 
Father  /incent  Duret»  The  son  of  a 
noted  physician,  he  i-fas  bom  at  Annonay 
on  July  3i  1762;  took  his  Master *s  de- 
gree at  the  University  of  Paris;  and 
then  made  his  course  in  theology  at  the 
Sorbonne.  i^ile  he  was  still  a  sub- 
deacon  he  was  made  a  canon  of  the  Ghap«» 
ter  at  Notre  Dame  d* Annonay  and  after 
his  ordination  1686  he  returned  to 
Annonay  to  begin  his  priestly  work.  Vim 
was  forced  to  fly  during  the  French 
Revolution  aiid  later  returned  to  be  a 
leader  in  the  restoration  of  religioa 
there*  His  seal  in  fostering  priestly 
vocations  first  brought  him  into  con* 
tiiet  with  his  future  confreres*  First 
he  sent  some  students  to  them,  then  he 
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opened  a  house  where  poor  boys  could 
llv«  while  studying  at  the  College.  In 
Idl6  he  resigned  his  parochial  work  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  this  work* 
He  posseBBed  a  modest  income  from  family 
property  and  hie  personal  re&ouroes  were 
multiplied  indefinitely  as  friends  came 
to  his  aid*  On  the  other  hand  there 
was  nothing  og  luxury  in  t^his  house 
and  only  by  the  strictest  eoonooy  did 
he  keep  it  going*  He  was  chosen  Assis* 
tant  General  in  ld22  and  reaained  in 
this  office  until  his  death  in  IdU* 
bike  Father  Lapierre  he  was  of  a  modost 
and  retiring  nature* 

The  priest  aoiong  our  Pounders  who  per- 
sonified  goodness  to  the  students  was 
Father  Augustin  Pay  an*  Gentle  and  aff*- 
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Abl«»  he  made  it  a  point  to  take  the 
evening  recreation  with  thea  and  he 
posaessed  a  fund  of  entertainign  and 
edifying  storie»«  It  is  probable  that 
on  more  than  one  occasion  he  told  them 
of  his  experiencee  when  he  was  denounced 
during  the  French  Revolution  and  spent 
an  anxioue  week  in  Jail*  He  was  bom 
in  1771  of  rich  but  pious  parents,  and 
was  ready  to  begin  Philosophy  when  the 
Seminaries  were  first  closed^  He  es* 
caped  military  conscription  d\uring  the 
i^evolution  by  reason  of  an  ailment  that 
suddenly  appeared  and  as  suddenly  dis<» 
appeared,  to  reappear  again  two  years 
before  his  death.  He  was  particiilarly 
enthusiastic  about  the  establishment  of 
a  religious  society  and  won  over  some 
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of  the  younger  teachers  to  the  project. 
To  it  he  made  a  substantial  oontribu«» 
tlon  of  6,000  francs,  the  equivalent  of 
twelve  years  salary  before  the  Congreg- 
ation. His  angelic  piety  was  attrac- 
tive and  for  thirty  years  he  was  spir- 
itual director  to  the  Majority  of  the 
pupils.  From  1825  to  ld32  he  was  Dir- 
ector of  Studies,  but  from  1832  until 
his  death  In  1847  he  was  able  only  to 
hear  confessions  and  serve  as  a  convent 
chaplain. 

Quite  a  different  man  was  Father  Jean 
Baptists  Polly.  Where  Father  Payan 
worshipped  love  and  euiroy,  he  worshipped 
Justice.  Severe  to  himself,  he  presen- 
ted a  rather  brusque  appearance  to  others* 
He  was  born  at  St.  Symphorien  In  1772 
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and  was  in  third  year  theology  when  the 
French  Revolution  broke  out*  After  his 
father's  death  in  1793  1^«  sueoeeded  hia 
as  Mayor  and  in  this  office  proved  a 
friend  to  many  priests,  i^hen  soldiers 
visited  the  district  he  welcomed  them 
with  open  arms  and  open  wine  eellar* 
He  drowned  their  grief  at  finding  no 
priests  in  the  only  possible  way  and 
won  a  reputation  for  loyalty  to  the 
cause.  In  179^  he  reoieved  the  sub<* 
diacontte  under  wartime  conditions;  in 
the  middle  of  the  night ,  in  a  barn 
with  the  windows  blacked  out,  only  the 
servers  and  ordinandi  present »  Arch- 
bishop d'Aviau  cararying  a  wooden  crosier 
and  wearing  a  mitre  of  gilded  cardboard* 
Two  years  later  he  was  ordained  priest 
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and   until  ld06  engaged  in  parochial 
work.  From  1806  to  ld22  he  was  science 
master  and  professor  of  philosophy  at 
Annonay  and  when  the  Congregation  was 
founded  became  our  first  theology 
teacher*  He  held  this  post  until  hit 
death  in  1^47  and  won  a  local  reputation 
for  solving  difficult  eases  of  conscience* 

Father  Jean  PagAs  was  a  tall^  grave » 
austere  man*  He  was  a  lover  of  the 
Eule  and  a  man  of  penance*  Every  summer 
he  spent  at  least  two  weeks  in  a  Trap-* 
pist  monastery*  He  was  bom  in  1793i 
ordained  in  1819  and  passed  one  year  in 
parochial  work  before  making  teaching 
his  life  woiic*  He  taught  successfully 
for  thirty  years  and  then  took  up  chap** 
lain  work  until  his  death  in  1861*  He 
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undermined  his  health  by  penances  and 
lived  only  66  years ^  the  least  of  all 
eur  founders.  Re  wore  a  halrehirti 
took  the  disci pline,  rose  at  4tOO  a«m»| 
and  in  Lent  for  many  years  ate  only 
one  Aoaly  usually  after  the  last  class* 

Father  Andr4  Fayolle  was  a  nephew  of 
Father  Tourrieille.  Bom  in  1792 ,  he 
eaiae  to  Annonay  about  1802  or  ld03»  In 
1022  he  was  appointed  Superior  of  the 
new  schools  Naison^Seule,  in  the  i>ar* 
ish  of  St*  BaAl,  and  from  whence  we 
got  our  natts*  Since  the  Superior  Gen« 
eral  was  also  Superior  of  the  College 
at  Annonay,  Father  Fayolle  was  the  first 
Local  Superior  in  the  Goamunity*  In 
ld24  he  was  ffloved  to  a  house  at  Prirae 
and  rwnained  there  as  Superior  until 
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his  death  in  1S67«  He  excelled  in 
prudence  and  tact^  and  in  consequence 
for  over  forty  years  enjoyed  good  rel« 
ations  with  civil  authorities  in  turn 
Restoration,  Monarch,  Hepublic  and 
Empire* 

The  youngest  of  our  Founders  in  1822, 
Father  Julien  Traeol,  was  also  the  old«» 
est  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  it  is 
to  this  disposition  of  Divine  Provide 
ence  that  we  owe  most  of  our  inforaation 
on  the  early  days.  Father  Traeol  was 
bom  in  1796,  enrolled  at  Annonay  in 
IdOd,  was  ordained  priest  on  March  28, 
ldl9>  began  to  keep  a  diary  in  1033 
and  died  in  1885*  When  he  first  desired 
to  enter  the  ecclesiastical  state  his 
father  judged  him  too  young  and  put  hia 
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to  work  for  nearly  two  years  before 
granting  hi®  permission*  The  first 
year  after  his  ordination  was  spent  in 
parish  work  but  then  his  attraction  for 
a  life  in  common  caused  him  to  return 
ot  the  College  of  Annonay  as  a  teacher* 
In  ld37  he  was  appointed  Director  of 
Studies,  and  in  X6k2   indifferent  Isalth 
forced  hiia  to  stop  teaching*  He  then 
served  as  choirmaster  and  sacristan , 
and  as  the  opportunity  offered  gathered 
Material  for  the  history  of  the  College* 
He  was  a  holy  man  and  after  his  death 
an  account  of  his  life  was  written  at 
iUinonay* 

Two  of  the  ten  Pounders  did  not  resalm 
in  teaching*  After  ten  years  of  teach* 
ing  Father  Henry  Martinesche  retired  to 
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Vaudevant  where  he  died  on  February  24, 
1879 ♦  U^til  1864  he  came  to  Annonay 
for  the  annual  retreat*  The  other  vmi 
Father  Jean  Antoine  Vallon,  a  member  of 
the  pioneer  staff  at  St*  Syaphorien. 
He  oaae  to  the  eehool  immediately  after 
ordination*  In  Xtf27  he  left  the  Col- 
lege at  Annonay  to  spend  his  remaining 
days  in  parochial  work.  He  died  in 
ldl»0*  He  was  severe  to  hiaself,  a 
model  in  observance  of  the  Rule*  He 
led  a  holy,  mortified ,  penitential 
life*  Feared  by  the  student s,  for 
twenty-*f ive  years  he  was  recreation 
■aster,  showing  himself  a  stem  diseip*- 
linarian  who  exacted  absolute  obedience* 

Brief  as  they  are,  these  individual 
biographies  are  fuller  than  the  avail* 
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able  account  of  their  comxaunlty  life. 
While  still  diocesan  priests  engaged 
in  teaehlngi  they  followed  a  Rule  of 
Life  prescribing  prayer,  exaaen,  spi« 
ritual  reading  and  all  the  Office  except 
Little  Hours  in  common*  Mo  doubt  the 
passing  years  and  especially  the  organ-* 
isation  of  the  Congregation  introduced 
ehanges  and  additions;  but  the  only 
one  mentioned  is  that  whereas  before 
1822  they  received  a  salary  of  500 
franc 3 y  from  then  on  they  received  200 
francs  for  their  personal  expenses* 

As  we  look  back  we  can  see  much  out  of 
the  ordinary  in  their  lives.  Certainly 
they  lived  in  a  difficiilt  time,  yet  for 
them  it  was  a  simple  case  of  following 
the  graces  they  received^  Perhaps  if 
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they  had  been  more  faithful  they  might 

have  done  greater  thinget  At  any  rate 

they  had  the  eonfidenee of  the  bishop! 

with  whom  they  came  in  contact;  they 

merited  the  praise  of  the  Vicar  of  Christ 

on  earth  and  in  tl:^ir  very  lives  we  may 

see  a  mark  of  God's  approval  for  only 

one  died  under  seventy  and  on  an  aver«* 

age  they  labored  76   years  in  this  world* 

Had  their  work  been  displeasing,  unsatis* 

factory,  it  is  not  likely  that  they 

would  have  been  granted  such  long  lives* 

In  the  words  of  St*  Paul,  they  cry  to 

uss  ^Be  ye  followers  of  me,  as  I  am  of 

Christ***  In  them  we  can  find  models 

for  our  particular  way  of  life  and  on 

the  supernatural  principles  that  guided 

theirs,  we  should  strive  to  conduct  ours* 

(Conference  to  the  scholastics  at  St* 
Michael's  College,  *oronto,  March  1940) 
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The  subject  for  this  conference  is  the 
obituary  list  printed  last  Spring.  It 
is  a  matter  of  more  than  mere  histor- 
ical interest  because  the  names  of  our 
deceased  confreres  should ,  especially 
during  this  month,  call  to  mind  our 
duty  of  suffrages  for  the  repose  of 
their  souls.  At  the  same  time  the  list 
may  help  to  prolong  the  influence  of 
the  good  example  they  gave  while  alive # 

Tlie  present  list  is  the  third  in  the 
history  of  the  Congregation  in  ilmeriea« 
In  France  there  exists  an  official 
record  of  obituaries  but  I  do  not  know 
irtietter  a  general  and  public  list  wa» 
ever  compiled* 

The  first  of  the  three  lists  was  the 
one  that  formerly  hung  on  the  wall  of 
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the  College  Coimnunlty  Rooft*  When  Z 
first  saw  it»  it  occupied  a  place  on 
the  east  wall  of  this  roam,  just  inside 
the  door*  '^his  list  was  kept  in  chron- 
ological order#  When  a  confrere  died, 
his  name  with  the  date  of  his  death  was 
added  to  the  list.  However,  the  first 
part  of  this  list  was  not  a  contemporary 
record*  It  seems  to  have  been  compiled 
shortly  after  I8d99  probably  by  Father 
Victorin  Marijon,  i«e«  twenty-five 
years  after  the  first  Basilian  burial 
in  St«  Michael's  Cemetery*  It  had  an 
entry  given  as  ldd9  which  belonged  In 
1878.  It  is  quite  possible  that  this 
list  was  compiled  shortly  after  Father 
Charles  Vincent's  death,  Noveaber  1| 
1890*  He  was  the  last  of  the  pioneers, 
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a  former  provincial;  and  by  the  tlae 
of  hift  death  thirteen  members  who  had 
been  active  here  had  died*  Certainly 
the  list  appeared  to  be  old  and  the 
entries  after  this  date  seem  to  be  a 
eonteoporary  record*  In  the  course  of 
tlMi  the  list  grew  to  four  columns 
framed  in  two  fairly  large  frames*  It 
had  become  unwieldy  and  due  to  the 
growth  of  the  Congregation  threatened 
to  become  even  more  80»  When  Brennan 
Hall  was  opened  in  193^  this  list  was 
allowed  to  disappear* 

The  second  list  is  simply  a  printed 
copy  of  this  manuscript  list  down  to 
April  1930*  The  occasion  of  the  prints 
log  was  the  tragic  death  of  Father 
Francis  Forster*  On  a  few  copies  two 
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deaths  during  1931  have  been  printed. 
This  list  was  a  little  folder  and  the 
intention  was  to  print  another  coluiaii 
on  the  fourth  page*  I  )K>pe  that  the 
extra  copies  have  been  lost  because  the 
list  had  undergone  very  little  editing 
and  repeats  some  errors  from  the  manu«- 
script  list  whieh  should  be  corrected* 

The  third  list  differs  radically  from 
the  preceding  lists*  The  order  is  no 
longer  chronological  by  date  and  year 
of  death,  but  rather  by  month  and  day 
of  death*  Its  purpose  is  not  to  record 
the  passing  of  confreres ,  but  to  recall 
their  anniversaries*  It  cannot  bs  added 
easily,  but  must  be  entirely  reprinted 
•^  a  fact  of  great  advantage  since  it, 
too,  has  need  of  corrections,  eight  that 
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1   know  of  ao  far.  The  old  list  had  the 
advantage  of  grouping  generations  to«* 
gether,  because  while  one  confrere  might 
die  young  and  another  live  to  a  very  old 
age«  the  majority  would  be  fairly  close 
together  on  the  list*  To  compensate 
for  this  in  the  new  list,  the  year  of 
birth  has  been  added* 

The  drawing  up  of  the  new  list  was  corn** 
plicated  by  the  decree  of  separation  in 
1922.  mfho  belonged  to  this  Province? 
For  example 9  Father  Vietorin  Marijon 
lived  here  for  thirty-one  years  but  he 
went  back  to  France.  This  difficulty 
was  partly  solved  by  the  fact  that  I 
could  not  find  the  date  of  his  death.. 
Then  there  were  some  who  left  the  Con- 
gregation in  1922.  They  have  be«i 
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omitted  although  years  of  woi-k  within 
the  Qomidunity  does  give  them  some  claim 
to  our  prayers*  All  whose  names  wer# 
on  the  old  list  have  been  included,  and 
also  some  who  lived  within  the  Qommun-* 
ity  even  though  they  did  not  take  the 
row  of  poverty  as  defined  in  1922 *  When 
the  list  is  re^issued  at  some  future 
date,  it  is  possible  that  it  will  be 
«ade  wider  in  scope  and  include  some 
names  now  missing* 

Once  the  list  of  names  was  compiled, 
the  next  step  was  to  verify  the  date  of 
deatht  Next  the  date  of  birth  and  full 
baptismal  names  were  sought*  These 
tasks  liave  been  only  imperfectly  ful* 
filled.  The  comtaunity  records  are  not 
complete*  We  are  not  alone  in  this* 
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St*  Klehael's  Cemetery  does  not  know 
officially  of  aoae  of  our  burials  there # 
The  Basilians  in  France  have  been  help«>* 
ful  whenever  I  wrote  to  them,  but  due 
to  present  conditions  they  now  owe  ne 
an  answer*  At  that,  their  records  are 
not  perfect*  When  official  records  are 
incomplete  the  information  had  to  be 
sought  elsewhere,  from  the  family  when 
possible,  and  in  the  last  resort  even 
from  a  newspaper  report*  Z  believe 
that  I  have  finally  obtained  all  the 
dates  of  death,  but  there  are  still 
about  a  dozen  years  of  birth  that  are 
pure  guesswork,  though  I  hope  within 
reasonable  limits* 

The  dimensions  of  the  list  are  such  that 
it  is  supposed  to  fit  any  medium  sised 
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breviary  or  missal*  A  thin  paper  has 
been  used  so  that  it  will  turn  with  the 
pages #  The  hope  was  that  it  would  be 
kept  in  such  books  and  used  to  recall 
at  least  the  anniversaries  of  our  con- 
freres « 

To  Aake  the  list  more  meaningful  to  you^ 
I  wuld  like  to  say  something  ^  briefly^ 
about  the  scholastics  whose  names  occur 
in  this  list* 

Charles  Francis  Roe  was  born  in  Detroit 
on  November  19«  1916*  He  attended 
Catholic  Central  High  School  and  after 
graduation  entered  the  Hovitiate  in 
1934 •  He  pronounced  his  first  vowe  on 
Septefl4>er  12|^  1935  and  began  the  study 
of  Theology  in  Septe^aber  193d «  He  died 
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In  St«  Joseph^s  Hospital,  torontOi  on 
SundajTi  March  26|  1939»  and  was  buried 
in  Mount  Hope  Ceaetery*  Death  was 
oauaed  by  complications  following  the 
removal  of  his  appendix*  Tou  remeBA>er 
hie  appearance,  by  no  means  a  light 
weight  and  Just  that  much  the  more 
cheerful  and  obliging* 

John  Richard  Moffit  was  bom  in  Louis- 
ville, Ohio,  on  March  3,  ld53«  He 
attended  the  Basilian  College  there,  Stt 
Louis  College,  and  when  he  graduated  in 
Xd72   entered  the  Hovitiate  which  was 
then  located  at  St*  Michael ^s  College* 
Afterwards  he  was  on  the  College  staff 
and  died  at  the  College  in  the  morning 
of  April  2,  ld76*  He  was  buried  in  St* 
NLohael*s  Cemetery*  Mr*  Moffit  was  the 
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only  Tocation  from  St.  Louis  College 
during  our  six  year  operation  of  it« 

Joseph  IJBO  Wormandeau  was  bom  on  April 
22,  1917*  He  reoeiYed  the  habit  on 
August  1^9  1935»  and  died  in  St«  Joseph^s 
Hospital  on  April  21^  1936*  He  was  the 
first  novice  to  die  and  be  buried  in 
our  plot  in  Motmt  Hope  Cemetery.  It  is 
a  curious  fact  that  the  youngest  and 
the  oldest 9  Mr*  Leo  Normandeau  and 
Father  Robert  McBrady^  lie  side  by  side* 

Oerald  Qeorge  was  born  on  July  24,  1905 # 
He  made  his  novitiate  during  1931*32 
and  died  at  Assumption  College  on  May 
If  1933*  He  was  buried  in  Assumption 
OMietery,  Vindsor*  He  was  married^ 
perhaps  the  first  married  Basilian,  had 
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two  children,  and  after  his  wife^s 
death  made  provision  for  them  before 
going  to  the  HoTltiate* 

Eli  Iterllaret  died  on  July  5,  1381,  and 
wae  buried  at  Aesuaption,  aged  26.     The 
year  1855  is  a  guess  for  his  birth#  He 
Made  his  Novitiate  with  Father  A#P» 
DuMouchel  at  Assumption  College  in 
1879-80  and  had  Father  Michael  ^'erguson 
as  Naster  of  Novices* 

Gerard  McQarroll  was  bom  on  July  18, 
1914*  He  entered  the  Novitiate  in 
Septejrtber,  1938,  and  died  at  St*  Joseph's 
Hospital,  Toronto,  on  August  26,  1939, 
following  alingering  illness ♦  He  was 
buried  at  Alliston* 

George  Barry  Cotter  died  on  Septe^er 
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2Zp   1875  •  A  native  of  Toronto »  he  was 
nicknamed  mouse  for  some  reason  or 
other#  He  enrolled  at  St*  Michael^ s 
College  in  1363*64  and  won  the  good 
conduct  prisog  Junior  Section,  I86lf<»65* 
He  was  buried  in  St»  Miehael^s  Cemetery* 
If  I  have  the  story  correctly  his  mother 
later  entered  the  Convent ,  either  St* 
Joseph *s  or  the  Precious  Blood* 

Joseph  BDi^ARD  Tallon  was  bom  at  Conr* 
wall  on  February  17,  1^97 •  Before  going 
to  the  Novitiate  in  1921  he  had  sesrved 
in  t  he  Canadian  Army,  attended  the  On<» 
tario  College  of  Education,  and  tatight 
for  one  year  at  Assumption  College*  He 
was  ordained  subdeacon  on  September  19, 
1925,  and  died  in  St«  Michael^s  Hospital, 
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Toronto^  on  October  16,  1925t  following 
an  attack  of  pn^ui^nia  after  an  oper« 
ation  for  appendicdtle*  He  was  buried 
In  Mount  Hope  Genet ery«  His  picture  in 
the  community  room  is  a  composite  one^ 
hie  own  faee^  but  Father  Robert  Lowrey 
trcm  the  collar  down* 

Thomas  J»  McQvann  waa  a  nephew  of  Father 
John  Eyan^  He  was  born  at  Gobourg,  On-* 
tario,  and  died  of  influenza  in  Windsor 
on  October  25,  19lS»  aged  2d «  He  was 
buried  in  Assumption  Cemetery*  A  gradu- 
©f  the  class  of  1913  at  St*  Kiehael^s 
College^  he  had  attended  the  Ontario 
College  of  Question  and  taught  for  two 
years  at  De  la  Salle  before  going  to 
the  Horitiate*  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  in  second  year  theology* 
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Joseph  Lodato  was  another  scholastic 
who  died  in  the  influenza  epidemic  of 
191^  #  He  was  bom  at  Niagara  Falls » 
New  lorky  in  1^94;  attended  Woodstock 
Oollegiate  Institute  and  then  Assumption 
College*  He  was  admitted  to  first  vows 
on  August  139  1916*  He  died  on  November 
7i  191^t  and  was  buried  at  Assumption* 

James  Leo  Huth  was  born  near  Hepworth 
In  8t*  Mary's  Parish,  Owen  Sound,  on 
March  12,  1911.  He  came  to  St.  Mich- 
ael's Ck>llege  In  1930  and  received  the 
religious  habit  on  August  16,  1931.  He 
died  in  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Toronto, 
from  appendicitis  on  December  15,  1934, 
and  was  burled  In  Mount  Hope  Oemeterjr* 

mchael  F^  O'Qoraan  was  for  long  the 
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Mystery  man  of  the  Comaiunlty*  The  old 
Hat  gave  January  1$$9   as  the  date  of 
his  daath*  This  did  not  agrat  with  his 
being  on  the  pioneer  staff  of  Assumption 
Oollege*  He  was  a  native  of  Toronto^ 
born  in  ld47*  He  entered  the  Novitiate 
at  St*  Michael *s  College  on  August  15 t 
1873  with  Fathers  Daniel  Gushing  and 
Michael  Mungovan*  A  few  weeks  later  the 
Novitiate  was  transferred  to  Assumption 
College  and  he  was  taken  out  of  the 
Novitiate  to  teach «  He  continued  at 
Assufliption  College  and  died  there  on 
December  31»  I87d,  from  tuberculosis. 
Because  he  had  never  completed  his 
novitiate  he  was  not  buried  in  the 
Basilian  Plot  of  Assumption  Cemetery 
but  in  a  plot  with  others  who  had  served 
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A8&U£iptlon*  Mr*  0*  Gorman  was  a  clever 
satheaatician  and  whenever  confreres 
from  St«  MichaeX*e  mentioned  Father 
Teefy's  medals  from  the  University  of 
Toronto^  those  at  Assiimption  College 
would  expand  on  the  talents  of  Mr« 
O*0orffian«  He  was  cheerful  and  joked 
even  on  his  death  bed*  He  was  a  special 
friend  of  Fathers  Michael  Ferguson  and 
Iftehael  Mungovan# 


(Conference  given  to  the  scholastics  at 
St«  Michael's  College.  Toronto.  Hoveaber 
19a) 

19a 


Servers  at  Mat*  35 

THE  SER7SRS  AT  MASS  AND  BEHEDICTIOH  IN 
ST*  8ASIi«S  SIMINART 

It  is  the  custoffl  in  iBOst  seminaries  to 
have  reading  at  meals*  Here  in  St# 
Basil's  Seminary  we  are  reading  at  the 
evening  meal  a  book  recommended  by 
rather  McOorkell*  It  Is  a  new  bio* 
graphy  of  St.  Francis  Xaver^  written  by 
the  English  Jesuit^  Father  James  Brod«- 
rick*  Because  tiisetables  frequently 
put  classes  at  twelve  o'clock  noon^  it 
is  not  practical  to  read  a  book  at  the 
mid^Kiay  meal*  Those  who  must  take 
their  meal  at  an  earlier  or  a  later 
hour  lose  the  tread  of  the  r  eading 
when  it  continues  from  one  day  to  an* 
other*  For  this  reason  Father  Lajeunesse 
introduced  the  custom  of  reading  articles 
fz*offl  the  periodicals  received  by  the 
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Seminary  Library*  Two  months  ago  Father 
Monaghan  picked  an  article  for  noonday 
reading 4  Its  title  was  one  that  you 
might  expect  from  a  Treasurer,  "Raising 
Money  •*♦  The  writer  of  this  article  ift 
employed  by  the  Public  Relations  Defart« 
aent  of  a  large  American  University* 
In  his  article  he  did  not  give  away  any 
secret  formula  for  raising  money*  The 
point  of  the  article  waa>  ^How  to  say 
thank  you***  He  emphasised  that  when 
an  institution  received  a  gift,  it  must 
try  to  give  the  donor  satisfaction  for 
the  money  received  by  showing  them  how 
it  was  used*  You  have  been  devoted  to 
the  Seminary  Chapel*  Members  of  the 
Auxiliary  have  given  generously  of  time 
and  money  towards  it*  Tonight,  I  would 
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like,  by  way  of  a  mmXl  retura,  to  show 
you  how  your  Interest  in  the  Chapel  has 
helped  St»  Basil  *5  Seminary* 

In  the  Beolnaryi  the  soholastio  leax*ns^ 
among  other  things,  hoi^  to  say  Maas^ 
hm   to  give  Benediction  of  the  Blessed 
Sacranent^  and  how  to  celebrate  the 
feast©  of  Holy  Church.  Tonight  I  would 
like  to  tell  you  about  the  program  of 
such  instruction  in  St.  Baail^s  Seminary* 
At  21  St#  Mary  Street,  the  chapel  was 
sarnll  and  the  sanctuary  quite  inade- 
quate for  the  full  observance  of  tha 
solemn  services  of  the  Church*  There 
the  scholastic  was  trained  and  practiced 
In  the  saying  of  Low  Mass,  but  for  the 
greater  ceremonies,  practical  training 
was  not  possible*  ^e  received  little 
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jMre  than  book  kiowl edge.  In  the  nmi 
S«8ilnary  the  splendid  ehapel  has  removed 
that  difficulty « 

Moat  of  the  scholastics  stationed  here 
are  studying  Theology,  but  some  are 
still  in  Undergraduate  university 
courses*  Those  who  are  in  Arts  courses 
take  their  turn  at  serving  Low  Mass  in 
the  Auxiliary  Ohapels,  but  at  the  Main 
Altar  they  serve  only  as  torchbearers . 
Last  year,  when  this  custom  was  intro- 
duced, one  scholastic  who  is  over  six 
feet  tall  told  me,  ''When  I  was  barely 
ablo  to  see  over  one  of  your  library 
tables,  I  became  an  altar  at  home  and 
was  put  carrying  a  torch*  I  could  hardly 
wait  to  be  promoted,  and  now  I  have  to 
start  all  over*  Gome  of  you  may  knoxf 
him,  Mr#  Arthur  Kim« 
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Six  torchbearers  serve  at  the  Solemn 
Mass  which  is  celebrated  every  Sunday 
ii^rning  duriag  the  aoadeiaic  ysar  for 
the  benefactors 9  living  and  dead»  of 
tho  S^d.nary»  They  also  serve  at 
Soleioa  Mass  sung  on  Holy  Days  and  on 
the  feasts  of  tho  Patrons  of  tho 
Basilian  Fathers*  In  the  evenings  they 
serve  at  Benediction  of  the  Blessed 
Saeraiaent  on  »iundays  and  at  Solemn 
Benediction  on  the  greater  feasts  of 
the  church  year. 

Becauae  a  torchbearer  is  a  beginner, 
and  because  a  small  mistake  in  tho 
beginning  can  bring  on  big  mistakes 
later  on,  the  torchbearers  must  prae* 

tice  for  their  part»  On  Friday,  or  on 
Saturday  evening  as  laya  be  more  suitablSi 
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they  give  up  soa©  minutes  of  their 
erening  recreation  and  in  the  ohapel 
praetlee  leaving  their  petr,  lining  up 
across  the  sanctuary  in  a  straight 
lincy  genuflecting  together^  and  walk«> 
in  pairs  to  the  sacristy  to  get  their 
torches*  The  eenserbearer  is  in  charge 
of  them*  Before  they  leave  the  sacristy 
to  c  ome  out  into  the  sanctuary  he  must 
cheek  to  see  that  they  are  holding  the 
torch  with  the  proper  hand^  and  that 
they  carry  them  at  the  same  height* 
If  a  scholastic  carries  his  torch  in 
the  wrong  hand,  if  he  walks  out  of  line, 
if  he  holds  his  torch  too  high  or  too 
lowp  he  is  apt  to  hear  about  his  mistake ^ 

Torchbearers  serve  for  two  weeks  at  a 
time*  During  these  two  weeks  the  two 
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junior  by  pjrofesadon  look  after  the 
communion  cloth*  Father  Orsini  has 
followed  the  practice  of  other  s^ain- 
ariee  and  the  scholastics  receive  not 
at  the  step  that  sets  the  sanctuary 
apart  from  the  choir,  but  at  the  top 
step  of  the  altar.  The  Jimior  torch- 
bearers  stretch  a  doth  across  and  hold 
it  while  all  receive*  Afterwards  they 
fold  it  and  put  It  back  on  the  credence 
table* 

The  first  step  above  torehbearer  is  not 
acolyte,  as  it  was  for  Mr*  Kim  and  for 
I  suppose  practically  every  member  of 
the  Congregation*  An  acolyte  in  St* 
Basil* s  Seminary  is  one  who  has  been 
ordained  for  that  office  by  the  Bishop* 
The  Order  of  Acolyte  is  the  highest  of 
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the  Minor  Orders  and  the  exercise  of 
it  here  is  resexnred  to  those  in  Third 
^ear  Theology*  These  arsg  ot  eourse^ 
ordained  acolytes*  The  first  step 
above  torchbearer  is  Censerbearer. 
Scholastics  in  First  Year  Theology 
serve  as  censerbearer*  Second  Tear 
Theology  provides  the  Master  of  Cerem-* 
onies«  Like  the  torehbearers,  these 
all  serve  for  a  two  week  period  and 
like  the  torchbearers  they  must  prac- 
tice  for  their  part« 

Training  for  this  period  of  service  is 
threefold,  by  readingt  by  observation, 
and  by  praetiee*  Eaeh  seholastie  knows 
well  in  advance  when  his  turn  to  serve 
will  come*  He  is  expected  to  prepare 
for  it  by  reading  over  his  duties  in 
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»*the  Book  of  Cerefflonies**  written  by 
Father  Laurence  J«  0<Connell#  Father 
O^Cteimell  waa  Master  of  Oereraoniee  at 
Nundelein  Sealnary  in  Chieago*  Hie 
book  reflects  American  practice*  It 
gives  instruotiona  for  each  office, 
separately  ani  in  aone  detail* 

nie  second  step  in  the  preparation  is 
observation*  This  coraes  one  week  before 
serving.  On  the  Sunday  before  his  turn 
to  serve,  the  scholastic  assists  at  the 
Soleran  Mass  from  the  top  gallery*  Frost 
it  there  is  an  unobstrucfied  view  of  the 
altar*  Seven  in  all  will  be  watching 
the  Mass  from  that  gallery*  First  wHl 
be  the  Master  of  Ceremonies,  Beside  him 
will  be  a  scholastic  who  specialises  in 
ceremonies  and  who  will  point  out  things 
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and  who  will  also  laake  not«a  of  tho 
mistakes  committed  by  those  actually 
serving*  Neact  to  this  scholastic  will 
be  the  new  censerbearer*  The  centre 
place  is  for  myself,  and  whil  keeping 
an  eye  on  things  in  general ,  I  watch 
aore  partieulary  the  subdeaconi  deacon 
and  celebrant*  To  «y  right  will  be 
another  trio,  eottposed  of  the  next  pair 
of  acolytes  and  another  assister  master 
of  ceremonies.  After  the  Mass  three 
meetings  will  be  held  in  my  library 
office*  The  first  one,  held  immediately 
after  the  Mass  is  attended  by  the  master 
and  the  censerbearer  who  have  actually 
served  and  by  the  incoming  master  and 
censerbearer  and  by  the  scholastic  who 
was  making  notes  on  mistakes.  At  the 
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meeting  the  mistakes  are  gone  over  and 
special  difficulties  are  discussed*  At 
UslS  a  similar  meeting  la  held  for  the 
acolytes^  and  at  Us 40  one  for  the 
sacred  ministers*  Since  Christmas  the 
last  two  meetings  have  been  combined 
and  are  used  to  help  the  acolytes  nho 
will  be  ordained  in  Jiine  get  an  early 
start  on  the  sacred  cer^ionies  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  carry  out  within 
a  few  months*  The  following  Sunday 
the  roles  are  reveresed:  those  who 
watched  now  serve  and  those  who  served 
now  watch*  On  the  third  Sunday  a  new 
group  watches  while  the  servers  complete 
their  second  week  of  serving*  The  cycle 
comes  to  a  close  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
with  a  second  turn  at  observation*  Thus 
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each  scholastic  watches  one  week^  serves 
two  and  closes  with  watching  on  the 
forth  week# 

like  the  torchbearers,  these  serveis 
give  up  some  of  their  recreation  to 
pmetice*  On  Saturday  evening^  after 
supper,  the  celebranti  deacon,  subdeaoon, 
master,  censerbearer  and  acolytes  meet 
in  the  main  sacristy  and  then  practice 
at  the  nain  altar  in  the  chapel*  Tim 
purpose  of  this  practice  is  to  eo«* 
ordinate  the  movements  of  the  different 
servers  and  to  give  them  their  exact 
location  in  our  sanctuary* 

For  special  ceremonies,  e*g«  the  Mass 
of  a  BiAop,  ordinations,  etc*,  the 
training  is  limited  to  reading  instruc- 
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tions  Boxd  to  one  or  aoro  prmetieas* 
SslioXasties  in  third  T«ar  Thsology  l^'^* 
par«  for  tte  eolobratioa  of  Loir  Numi 
toy  tte  saat  ojotoa  of  roadln^y  oboor* 
Tation  and  praetieo.  Thoy  watch  tho 
priests  of  tho  Hoaso  say  Wmmm^    Thoy 
road  tho  instructions  giTsn  hy  Pathor 
0*Connoll  in  his  *Book  of  Coroaonios*. 
iad  tiisy  hoTO  practices.  Obco  a  wook 
th^  practice  aa  a  claaa  to  oocuro  uni- 
formity in  thoir  bows  and  other  actions* 
tece  or  tirice  a  week  they  practice  in 
private.  For  this  they  work  in  paira^ 
eae  soea  through  part  or  all  of  the 
Haas  %rhile  his  partner  watdiea  and 
corrects  hia* 

Perhaps  this  sounds  a  little  elaborate. 
I  assure  you  that  it  is  nsoded  to  take 
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even  a  good  altar  boy  and  teach  him 
how  to  carry  out  his  priestly  functions • 
Whenever  you  notice  confusion  in  the 
sanctuary^  you  may  be  sure  that  either 
reading  or  practice  was  omitted.  There 
is  a  Sfliall  point  which  I  tm  sure  you 
will  appreciate*  This  year  the  Solemn 
Mass  on  Sundays  is  taking  about  five 
Minutes  fewer  than  last  year*  The 
reason  is  sisply  thist  after  one  fuU 
year  of  practice,  observation  and  read** 
ing»  the  ministers  do  not  have  to  stop 
and  recall  what  to  do  next,  nor  do  the 
servers  keep  them  waiting. 

I  aa  vex7  S^^^  t#o  have  had  this  oppor-* 
tunity  of  telling  you  about  the  systea 
used  in  St*  Basil *s  Seminary  for  train«» 
ing  scholastics  in  the  carrying  out  of 
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the  liturgical  ceremonies •  This  program 
has  been  »ade  possible  by  the  nmt  ehapsl* 
Your  special  interest  has  made  it  equal 
to  that  of  any  seminary  in  Canada*  When 
next  you  meet  an  acquaintance  who  is 
interested  in  another  seminary^  on  this 
point  you  will  not  have  to  take  a  back 
•sat#  Perhaps  it  will  also  help  you  to 
appreciate  Father  Monaghan*s  position* 
^here  are  still  some  appointments  needed 
for  the  perfect  observance  of  all  the 
great  feasts  and  he  will  have  to  call 
upon  you  to  provide  then# 


(Talk  given  at  a  meeting  of  St^  Baail^s 
Seminary  Auxiliary,  January  21,  1953) 
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It  is  diffictJuLt  to  begin  a  conference 
to  confreres*  Perhaps  the  best  thing 
is  to  pass  up  any  attempt  at  an  Intro** 
duetion  and  to  get  dovm  to  business 
ismediately*  The  General  Rule  states 
that  the  Visitor  represents  the  Super** 
ior  General  and  it  is  of  this  delegation 
that  I  wish  to  touch  on  briefly* 

To  iinderstaiHl  what  this  means,  go  back 
to  the  time  of  the  first  aK>nks»  At  an 
early  date  three  monastic  rules  began 
to  stand  out  as  being  more  important 
than  the  rest*  The  first  of  these  in 
point  of  time  is  that  of  St*  Basils 
composed  in  the  foruth  century*  Speak«- 
ing  of  superiors  he  proposes  to  thMi 
the  example  of  humility  set  by  Our  Lord 
Mho  was  in  the  midst  of  men  as  He  Vho 
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serveth«  In  thd  30th  question  of  his 

Long  Rules  St«  Basil  wrotet 

His  rank  should  not  arouse  feelings 
of  pride  in  the  superior,  lest  he 
himself  lose  the  blessing  promised 
to  humility •..  He  will  fulfill  the 
ai0  which  the  Lord  had  in  mind  when 
Rs  said.  ^If  any  man   desire  to  be 
first,  he  shall  be  the  last  of  all 
and  the  minister  of  all*"  (Mark  9,34) 

In  the  i^3rd  qtMistion  of  these  Long 

Rules,  he  directs  that  the  Superiors 

should  be  kind  and  patient  with 
those  who  from  inexperience  fall 
short  in  their  duty,  not  failing 
to  reprove  them  for  their  sins, 
but  bearing  gently  v;ith  the  in* 
tractable  and  a  pplying  remedies 
with  all  kindliness  and  moderation* 

The  Rule  of  St«  Augustine  has  this 

same  thought  that  the  superior  is  m 

servant: 

Your  Superior,  however,  should 
consider  himself  happy  not  so 
much  in  exercising  authority  over 
you  as  in  having  the  opportunity 
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of  8ex*vlng  you  with  charity»»» 
He  should  cheerfully  eabraee 
regular  discipline  hiaself,  hut 
hm  cautious  in  imposing  it  on 
others «  i^hoiagh  both  are  necess- 
ary, he  should  prefer  to  be 
loved  rather  than  feared;  never 
forgetting  that  he  will  have  to 
render  an  account  to  God  for 
every  one  of  you. 


St«  BeneAlot  in  his  faioous  Riile  has 

this  to  say  about  the  Abbot: 

Let  him  know  that  it  is  his  duty 
rather  to  profit  his  brethren 
than  to  preside  over  thea«««  l0t 
him  hate  ill^doing  but  love  the 
brethren* ••  Let  him  study  to  be 
loved  rather  than  feared* 

The  views  expressed  in  these  early 
Rules  have  influenced  all  forms  of 
religious  life*  On  this  point  it  will 
be  enough  to  quote  Father  Louis  Lalle«* 
sant^  a  Jesuit  who  lived  in  the  first 
third  of  the  seventeenth  oenturyi 
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Good  superiors  consider  them- 
selves possessed  of  power  and 
authority  only  to  do  good  to 
their  subjects  and  lighten 
their  burdens,  not  to  Injure 
and  Infljbb  mortifications  upon 
then* 


The  rligious  formation  that  our  Super- 
ior General  received  from  Father  Wilfrid 
Sharpe  during  his  novitiate  year^  together 
with  hie  natural  dlspostlon  have  given 
him  the  qualities  requlx^ed  In  a  %per- 
lor  by  the  authors  of  these  famous 
monastic  rules*  During  the  visitation, 
Z  irtiall  try  to  approach  lt«  Any  ap* 
polntments  for  seeing  the  visitor  will 
be  Inspired  by  this  motive,  and  If  the 
time  allotted  does  not  permit  a  satls^ 
factory  talk,  another  opportunity  must 
be  arranged* 

What  Is  the  puirpose  of  a  visitation* 
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Recently  I  received  a  letter  from  a 
oonfere  with  this  sentence  in  iti  ^J 
hear  that  we  are  to  have  a  vi«itation# 
I  have  my  list  ready***  l^o  understand 
the  origin  of  this  attitude,  we  must 
go  back  to  another  and  more  recent 
period  in  the  history  of  religious 
life# 

At  the  time  of  the  Refonaation  there 
were  many  priests  for  whom  the  priests- 
hood  was  merely  a  profession*  Work 
for  souls  and  their  duties  to  God  held 
a  secondajfy  place  in  their  mind*  Good 
I^iests  during  the  Ciounter-Reformatlon 
reacted  against  the  worldliness  of 
such  priests*  Among  them  was  3t*  Philip 
Weri  who  founded  the  Oratorians  in  1564# 
The  Oratorians  were  secular  priests  who 
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lived  in  community.  Each  contributed 
a  monthly  sum  towards  the  general  9X^ 
penses;  only  their  lodging  was  given 
to  thorn  by  the  House*  They  were  bound 
by  no  vows,  and  they  were  free  to  leave 
the  Oratozy  i^enever  they  pleased*  To^ 
day  the  Oratorians  n^aiber  12?  priests* 
The  great  desire  of  the  Oratorians  in 
Italy  was  to  work  for  the  reform  of 
the  secular  clergy* 

The  Oratory  was  founded  in  France  in 
1611  by  Father  Pierre,  later  Cardinal, 
de  Berulle.  The  Oratory  that  he  founded 
had  a  distinguished  hlstoi*y  and  today 
ha*  produced  Father  Iiouls  Bouyer,  a 
remarkabl©  spiritual  writer*  Never^ 
theless  its  lasting  importance  comes 
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not  from  its  own  work,  but  from  three 
eottminities  that  sprang  froa  it  and 
nhioh  now  surpass  it  in  numbers  and  in 
influence*  After  a  comparatively  short 
time  the  work  of  training  and  spiritual* 
Ixing  the  clergy  in  France  passed  from 
the  hands  of  the  Oratorians  into  those 
of  the  Vincentians,  the  Eudists^  and 
the  Sulpicians*  ULke  the  Oratorians, 
all  three  are  religious  societies 
without  public  Towa^ 

The  largest  group  is  the  Company  of  the 
Missions,  5,425*  For  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul,  the  first  and  essential  work  of 
his  community  was  the  evangelisation 
of  the  country  people,  and  when  engaged 
in  this  work,  they  also  endeavored  to  re« 
form  the  local  clergy  at  the  same  time* 
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St.  John  Eudes  withdrew  froa  th«  Qrm« 
torians  because  ttimy  umrm  withdrawiJic 
trom  the  diz*ection  of  Seminaries  to 
teach  in  GoUec^i  and  he  wanted  to  be 
a  aeflber  of  a  Coammity  d  eroted  to  the 
work  of  Seainariee  and  by  thie  aeane  to 
wortc  for  the  reform  of  the  clergy #  fo* 
day  the  I^Kiists  number  585* 

Unlike  St«  ?inc«it  de  Paul  and  St*  John 
■ttdee^  Father  Qlier  waa  nerer  an  Qra* 
torian*  He  prepared  for  ordination  by 
a  long  retreat  under  St«  Vincent  de 
Paul,  and  later  took  for  hie  spiritual 
director  Father  Charles  de  Condren^ 
S^peri<Mr  of  the  Oratory*  Sulpioiane 
live  with  their  disciples^  perform  all 
their  spiritual  exercises  with  them, 
take  their  meals  with  them,  snd  spend 
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their  recreations  with  them*  Their 
principal  work  is  the  direction  of 
Seminaries,  though  they  do  some  mieeion* 
ary  work  and  have  charge  of  a  few  par« 
i8hee#  Today  they  number  629 » 

Basilian  spirituality  derives  from  that 
of  the  Sulpicians*  Like  the  other  off* 
shoots  of  the  Oratoxdans,  the  Supliciane 
were  anxious  for  the  reformation  of  the 
clergy,  and  so  in  oiur  Rule  it  presumes 
that  the  Tisltor  may  have  oeeaslon  to 
enact  reforming  regulations*  To  assist 
him  in  this  some  prepare  their  list# 
Many  Basilians  expect  changes  when  a 
Tieitor  cowit  and  express  regret  after^ 
wards  if  they  are  not  made*  Certainly 
when  an  early  Vincentian,  Eudist  or 
Sulpieian  appeared  on  tl^  scene,  the 
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local  clergy  expected,  perhaps  even 
feared  changes*  Obanges  may  b#  a  part 
of  a  visitation,  \m%  they  are  not  the 
main  part  of  it« 

Go  back  for  a  moment  to  the  time  of  Our 
hard  and  listen  to  the  young  man  asking 
Kltt  what  he  must  do  to  be  perfect*  He 
had  enumerated  many  wortidy  things  that 
he  had  done  and  no^r  he  expected  that 
one  more  regulation  would  make  him  p^r^ 
feet*  Once  he  had  fulfilled  it,  he 
would  be  free  to  do  as  he  liked*  In^ 
stead  of  one  more  regulation.  Our  Lord 
proposed  to  him  renunciation  and  imi-* 
tation*  ^If  thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go 
sell  what  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the 
poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in 
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heaven;  and  come  follo^r  Me*"  (Mitt*  19, 
2X)     In  anothw  coimsel  Our  Xiord  ex«» 
pdAinod  what  was  raquirod  of  those  wh0 
would  follow  Him*  *^If  any  man  will  como 
after  Be,  let  him  deny  himself,  and 
take  up  hia  cross,  and  follow  Me*« 
(Matt #16,  2k\     This  is  the  primary 
purpose  of  a  Yisitation:  to  aid  con«* 
freres  renounce  self-will  that  they  may 
follew  Out  Iiord  in  the  Basilian  way  of 
life. 

At  the  time  of  our  profession,  we  do 
not  TOW  to  keep  the  Constitutions  and 
the  Qeoieral  Eule*  We  promise  and  vow 
to  the  Most  Holy  Trinity  that  we  will 
keep  obedience,  chastity  and  poverty 
aooording  to  the  Constitutions  of  the 
Congregation  of  Priests  of  3t#  Basil* 
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We  do  not  fulfill  our  obligation  by 

kMplng  merely  the  substanee  of  the 

vows;  we  have  promised  to  lead  a  lifs 

according  to  our  Oonstitutions*  Ths 

first  obligation  of  the  Superior  General 

is  to  live  by  ths  Ck>n8titution8  and  the 

General  Rule;  and  the  second  is  to  pro«* 

vide  for  their  obsexnrance  by  all  meoH 

bers  of  the  Ck^ngregation*  That,  too, 

is  the  first  purpose  of  a  visitation* 

(Conference  at  Aquinas  Institute, 
April  17,  195«) 
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From  time  to  time  a  scholastic  on  his 
return  to  St*  Basil's  Seminary  after 
one  or  aiore  years  of  teaching  has  told 
«e  that  those  years  were  rough  on  his 
spiritual  llf e«  Does  this  mean  that 
time  out  fron  the  course  of  studies 
should  be  abollshiKl?  What  Is  the  mind 
of  the  Church  on  this?  In  the  Statutes 
irtilch  accompany  Sedes  Sapleqtl^e  ther« 
Is  the  following s 

Interruption  of  the  ordinary  cler- 
ical studies  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  out  In  a  practical  manner 
both  the  common  and  the  specific 
Tocatlon«««can  be  retained  where 
It  exists  and  can  even  be  laud- 
ably Introduced  elsewhere ,  pro- 
vided the  following  conditions 
are  observed* 

The  Interruption  must  not  be 
established  for  the  Immediate 
advantage  of  the  societies  en- 
gaged In  ministerial  works ^ 
since  it  is  only  an  Instrument 
and  a  help  for  the  molding  of 
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the  stiKients^  directly  disposed 
for  their  good  from  a  number  of 
Yieifpoints,  namely  the  proving 
of  their  vocation,  their  edu- 
cation and  their  formation* 

Mlthottt  grave  reason,  an  inter- 
ruption  must  not  exceed  three 
years* 


iotice  that  the  first  reason  givm  by 
the  Holy  See  for  permitting  and  even 
encouraging  an  interruption  in  the  course 
of  studies  is  the  proving  of  the  student's 
vocation*  Apprenticeship  as  a  means  of 
proving  a  vocation  is  traditional  in 
our  Congregation*  It  was  still  prac- 
ticed at  St*  Kicbael's  when  t  went 
there  in  first  year  high  school*  Be- 
sides the  Basilian  teachers  we  had 
teachers  ytho  wore  a  cassock  and  who 
were  not  Basllians*  To  of  tiiem  became 
secular  priests^  three  others  went  on 
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in  e  ducation  as  laymen^  one  becami  a 
Baailian*  This  was  not  a  fair  yaar  to 
Jttdgo  the  system  because  the  change  In 
the  vow  of  poverty  was  already  being 
talked  about*  Since  eleven  priests 
withdrew  at  this  tisie»  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  had  an 
effect  on  vocations* 

In  the  1920*  s  emphasis  was  givm  to  ad* 

vising  candidates  to  enter  the  Hovtiate 

frcNft  High  School  and  this  was  followed 

by  a  partial  system  of  apprenticeship 

while  studying  Theology t  It  was  felt 

that  this  was  not  enough^  quite  apart 

from  any  hazis  it  aiay  have  done  to  the 

course  in  Theol^^y^  The  traditional 

apprenticeship  was  restored  with  this 

difference,  that  the  young  teacher  was 
now  in  vows*  Is  this  a  sound  system? 
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The  Oblate  Fathers  held  in  194C(  a  Con* 

greae  on  Oblate  Formation  for  their 

Provinces  in  the  United  States  and 

Canada*  They  were  founded  about  the 

saiM  time  as  ourselves  and  now  number 

7»236  fl^ffibers.  Besides  specialists 

from  within  their  ranks  they  had  a  few 

outside  speakers*  One  of  these  was  Or# 

Rudolf  Allersy  Professor  of  Psyoholo^ 

at  the  Catholie  University  of  Americai 

Washington*  In  his  talk  he  noted  that: 

Many  seminarians  attend  the  schools 
of  the  Order  which  they  later  join} 
they  pass  without  any  notable 
change  from  secondary  schools  to 
the  Novitiate^  College  or  Seminary* 
They  become  in  a  series  of  imper'*- 
eeptible  transitions^  students  of 
Theology,  members  of  the  Orderi 
and  finally  priests* 

It  is  not  for  me  to  question  the 
usefulness  of  this  curriculum. 
(he  continued)*  It  probably  had 
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its  good  sides  and  works  satis<» 
factorily  in  a  great  number  of 
cases*  But  looked  at  from  the 
point  of  view  of  psychology,  it 
has  its  drawbacks* ••  The  semin- 
arian has  to  choose* •»  I  happens 
easily  then  that  he  chooses  what 
he  knows  and  rejects  what  is  un* 
known*  3uch  a  decision  cannot 
be  called  a  fully  responsible 
one*  Habit,  the  natural  tendency 
to  abide  with  the  known,  the  un- 
eertainty  concerning  the  unknown 
•—  all  these  are  powerful  fac- 
tors* He  feels  that  he  is  pre- 
pared for  no  other  kind  of  life 
•••  He  may  believe  sincerely 
that  his  decision  is  prompted  by 
a  true  inclination  for  the  rel- 
igious life***  But  the  more  ad- 
vanced he  is  on  his  way,  the  more 
difficult  it  becomes  for  him  to 
turn  back*  He  is  less  and  less 
able  to  face  the  issue* 


The  Oblates  did  not  like  this  section 
of  Dr*  Allers*  paper  which  seemed  to 
be  a  eritioisffi  of  the  system  in  the 
Oblate  Congregation  whereby  a  eandi«^ 
date  passes  in  unbroken  line  from 
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Junloratd  to  Novitiate  to  Scholastieate 
to  the  Priesthood #  When  members  of  e 
ooramittee  talked  the  matter  over  with 
hiffl^  he  still  held  to  his  opinion* 
Iiook  back  on  your  ovm  knowledge  of  the 
Congregation*  How  often  has  not  the 
period  of  teaching  been  a  point  of 
decision  for  a  confrere  who  was  tmcer* 
tain  of  his  vocation?  For  some  the 
decision  came  on  graduation  when  they 
now  felt  that  they  were  prepared  for 
some  other  kind  of  life*  For  others 
it  has  come  during  the  time  of  teaching 
Since  the  years  of  teaching  are  sound 
from  a  religious  and  psychological 
point  of  vieWy  why  are  they  rough  on 
the  spiritual  life? 
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k  clue  to  the  asnwer  may  be  found  In 

an  artiele  written  by  Father  Stanley 

Lynoh  in  the  first  issue  of  the  Basilian 

March  1935 •  Speaking  of  those  who  claim 

that  cofiipetitive  sports  build  character ^ 

he  wrote s 

Athletic Sy  they  claim,  develop  a 
spirit  of  honesty,  fair  play, 
self-control,  obedience,  and  so 
on*  On  the  contrary,  athletics 
do  not,  and  cannot,  make  character* 
For  the  purpose  of  convenience 
let  us  define  character  as  the 
sum  total  of  all  the  virtues  that 
a  persun  possesses*  The  oiore 
virtue  that  he  has,  the  stronger 
is  his  character;  the  less  virtue 
one  has,  the  weaker  is  his  char*' 
acter*  Being  creatures  of  habit, 
we  strengthen  our  habits  of  vir- 
tue by  performing  indifidual  acts 
of  virtue*  For  example,  we 
strengthen  our  virtue  of  honesty 
by  being  honest  at  those  par- 
ticular tisHis  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  be  honest*  Mow  a  game 
does  nob  make  us  honest,  or  fair, 
or  just,  or  obedient,  or  self- 
controlled,  or  humble,  etc*  la 
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playing  a  game  an  athlete  ex- 
presses his  character^.*  An 
athlete  in  a  game,  is  Just  the 
sarae  as  he  is  outside  a  game* 
In  a  gaae»  just  as  in  any  other 
thing  we  may  do,  we  give  ex- 
pression to  the  character  that 
is  in  us. 


Apply  this  to  your  aim  life*  An  ap« 
polntaent  to  the  staff  of  Aquinas 
Institute  leaves  a  scholastic  exactly 
what  he  was  before*  However^  it  does 
give  hlA  an  oppoirtunity  of  praetlolng 
virtues  that  he  has  acquired*  I  have 
heard  several  scholastics  say  that  in 
the  Senlnaary  it  Is  Impossible  not  to 
keep  theRuls*  This  may  be  a  slight 
emggertaion^  but  in  the  Seminary  there 
is  a  greater  degree  of  supervision  and 
a  dlspostlen  of  the  day  that  makes  the 
keeping  of  the  Eule  easy*  In  an  edu* 
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cational  institution  the  scholastic  has 
two  interests^  not  contradictory^  his 
Rule  an4  his  teaching*  The  years  of 
teaching  are  an  opportunity  of  practie* 
ing  the  virtues  you  began  to  acquire  in 
the  Novitiate  and  In  the  Seminary* 

Now  it  soffletimes  happens  that  a  boy  who 
seesed  alid««>t^ipered  in  the  classroos 
displays  an  unruly  tenper  when  playing 
in  a  gatte*  The  game  has  revealed  a 
defect  in  his  character  and  the  coach 
has  an  opportunity  of  helping  him  to 
overcome  that  defect*  In  like  manner 
you  will  receive  advice  from  more  ex- 
perienced confreres  which  will  help  you 
to  overcome  defects  that  show  up  during 
your  years  here*  In  this  way  the  years 
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of  teaching  conform  to  the  second  re- 
quirement of  the  Holy  See,  that  they 
contribute  to  the  eeholeetleU  education^ 

In  hie  article  Father  Lynch  aade  another 
pointy  that  all  work  and  no  play  amkee 
Jack  a  dull  boy*  Something  the  eame  can 
be  said  of  an  uninterrupted  course  of 
etudies.  Most  lien  are  content,  nay 
even  anxious  to  lay  aside  the  books 
after  four  years  of  university  and  get 
doing  something*  These  years  of  teach* 
ingy  then,  contribute  to  your  formation 
by  fulfilling  a  vlsh  that  is  in  most 
young  men,  a  yearning  for  activity* 
Therefore,  putting  aside  vigorous 
academic  studies  can  serve  to  recreate 
your  mind,  so  that  when  you  return  to 
the  study  of  Theology  it  will  be  not 


Scholastics  72 

only  with  addad  experience  and  a  mora 
Mature  outldolcy  but  alao  %dth  a  fraah* 
aaas  of  approach  that  will  enable  you 
to  profit  by  the  eouraa  in  Theology* 
For  this  rofson  thaaa  yaara  are  as  raueh 
a  part  of  your  forsation  as  the  summer 
vacation  during  the  course  inTheology# 

In  spiritual  conf erences,  you  have  heard 
much  about  the  need  of  self<»knowledct» 
In  your  classes  in  education  you  have 
heard  about  self «»evaluat ion «  That  Is 
what  these  years  of  your  first  taste  of 
the  Basilian  apostolate  are  «—  years  in 
which  you  leam  about  yourself  ^  years 
in  which  you  leam  to  evaluate  your 
spiritual  life#  They  really  are  no 
More  rough  on  it  than  a  summer  schedule 
or  a  holiday  schedule  at  the  Seminary* 
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Just  recall  how  frequently  such  days 

found  you  with  ^^st  of  your  spiritusJl 

•xercises  still  unfulfilled  late  In  %Imi 

evening*  They  showed  how  much  you 

depended  on  routine,  perhaps  one  might 

say  on  someone  else  carrying  the  cross 

for  you«  These  years  at  Aquinas  do  not 

destroy  spiritual  life,  they  show  to 

what  extent  you  are  a  oreature  of  habit , 

to  what  extent  a  wan  of  spiritual  con« 

viction* 

(Conference  to  scholastics  at  Aquinas 
Institute,  Rochester,  April  16,  195d) 
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THE  RECaiUITIHG  OF  HS«  WMBSRS 

The  General  Rule  of  tl^  Basilian  Fathers 

devotes  a  chapter  to  ^The  Future  of  the 

Institute •"  The  first  section  of  this 

ohapter  has  the  titXe^  ^Recruiting  New 

lfe«l>ers'*#  It  begins  s 

319*  All  members  are  urged  to 
pray  daily  that  Qod  may 
send  suitable  subjects  to  continue 
and  to  extent  the  work  of  the 
Institute  and  they  are  urged  also 
to  be  always  on  the  alert  to 
secure  promising  recruits  for 
the  Congregation* 

The  OonstitutionSi  which  go  back  in 
printed  form  to  Id?^^  do  not  mention 
the  recrtiiting  of  vocations^  not  even 
in  the  definitive  revision  approved  by 
the  Holy  See  on  October  14,  193d*  The 
&iglish  translation  published  by  Father 
Pierre  Grand  in  July  190d  had  this 
reference  to  vocations; 
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5*  When  he  receives  an  application^ 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Master  of 
Novices  to  seek  for  information  on 
the  piety,  character,  intelligence 
and  former  life  of  the  postulant* 


About  the  timm   this  translation  was 
published  in  ^oronto^  Canon  Joseph  La* 
hit ton  in  France  was  writing  a  book  on 
the  priestly  vocation*  Up  till  this 
tiam   spiritual  writers  and  theologians, 
in  France  and  in  other  countries,  had 
emphasized  the  subjective  element  in  a 
priestly  and  religious  vocation*  A 
young  man  felt  that  he  was  being  oalled 
to  the  priesthood y  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  present  himself  to  a  Bishop  for  the 
fulfillment  of  his  vocation*  On  the 
part  of  the  Bishop  there  was  a  duty  to 
reoeive  the  candidate  and  in  due  oourse 
to  ordain  hla*  Canon  Lahitton  made  it 
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quite  clear  that  the  young  man  did  not 
have  a  vooatlon  until  a  Bishop  called 
him  to  the  priesthood •  Moreover,  if  a 
Bishop  had  enough  priests  to  meet  the 
needs  of  his  diocese,  he  was  under  no 
obligation  to  ordain  the  young  iBan»  no 
Matter  how  suitable  he  appeared  and  no 
matter  how  deeply  he  felt  called  to  the 
priesthood*  The  book  raised  a  storm  of 
protest  and  in  due  time  was  denounced 
to  the  Holy  See.  After  examination^ 
3t«  Pius  X  approved  the  view  of  Canon 
Lahitton* 

Once  St.  Pius  X  made  It  clear  that  a 
young  man  did  not  have  a  vocation  until 
a  Bishop  called  him  to  the  priesthood, 
the  emphasis  in  vocation  literature 
began  to  change  from  the  obligation  of 
the  young  man  to  fuff ill  his  vocation^ 
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to  the  duty  of  Bishops  to  seek  out  to« 
cations*  this  shift  in  emphasis  had 
produced  a  tremendous  literature  on  re- 
cruiting vocations.  The  Seminary  Library 
receives  the  Proceedings  of  the  location 
Institute  held  annually  at  the  University 
of  Hotre  Same*  It  has  books  on  the 
subject  by  Fathers  Poage,  Kane  and  by 
flftny  other  writers ♦  It  is  a  growing 
literature*  The  first  volume  of  the 
Catholic  Periodical  Index  covered 
three  years,  1930-.1933f  and  listed 
40  entries  under  the  headings  Vocation, 
Religious*  ^he  first  part  of  the  tenth 
volume  covers  one  full  year,  1956-1957f 
and  under  the  nwam  heading  has  62 
entries*  This  literature  may  be  divided 
into  three  croups,  one  part  dealing  with 
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the  arousing  of  interest  in  vocations} 
a  second  part  telling  how  to  foster  a 
vocation  in  those  inhQ  are  interested) 
and  the  third  part  dealing  tfith  the 
harvesting  of  vocations « 

This  lecture  will  be  restricted  to  the 
gathering  of  vocations.  It  is  not 
intended  to  dupXioate  the  work  of  thm 
annual  Vocation  Meeting,  nor  iH  its 
purpose  to  summarise  the  writings  of 
the  Director  of  Vo  cations «  Its  purpoM 
is  to  treat  the  subject  in  a  scientific 
nanaer*  ^ne  writers  begin  with  a  point 
and  then  oarshall  arguments  and  pre« 
sent  the  faots  that  will  support  lt# 
The  scientific  approach  on  the  other 
hand  looks  for  facts,  all  the  facts, 
wieghs  th^  and  then  tries  to  find  a 
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theory  that  will  8©ount  for  all  of  them. 
Iiet  me  Illustrate  what  I  mean  by  an 
•xample# 

It  Is  an  observed  Ipaet  that  when  you 
pxt  ice  into  a  Jug  of  water,  after  a 
tltts  the  ice  melts  and  the  water  cools* 
^he  explanation  of  this  fact  is  that 
the  melting  of  the  ice  took  heat  from 
the  water*  Some  then  go  on  to  inquire 
how  much  heat  is  required  to  melt  a 
given  quantity  of  Ice*  The  determine 
ation  of  this  does  not  seem  to  present 
any  great  problem*  ^imply  measure  the 
volume  of  water  and  take  its  temperature* 
Weight  a  quantity  of  iesi  drop  It  into 
the  water  and  as  soon  as  theice  has 
all  melted,  again  take  the  temperature 
of  the  water*  It  now  becomes  a  simple 
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problem  in  arithmetic,  •♦g*  100  c«c»  Of 
water  dropped  4**  while  melting  5  grawi 
of  ice*  The  anewer  is  that  It  took  dO 
calorifte  of  heat  to  melt  one  gram  of 
ice.  I  once  perfonned  this  experiment 
in  the  Physics  Building  and  thought  I 
had  obtained  excellent  results  until 
the  Demonstrator  came  along  and  began 
to  aek  questions*  v/hat  assurance  had 
I  that  the  5  gnu&s  of  ice  was  at  0^  and 
was  all  lee?  The  presence  of  only  one 
quaz*ter  gram  of  water  would  be  a  fire 
percent  error  that  would  give  not  80 
but  6k  calories*  ^hat  assurance  had  I 
that  heat  from  the  air  did  not  affeet 
the  results?  And  so  on*  I  propose  to 
examine  our  gathering  of  vocations 
during  the  past  four  years  to  see  if 
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there  are  any  factors  that  we  have  not 
taken  into  consideration*  I  have 
ehosen  the  years  1955i  1956|  1957,  and 
I95S  for  examination  because  these  are 
the  years  that  the  present  General 
Goiineil  has  had  to  act  upon  applications 
for  the  Novitiate.  Most  of  the  candidates 
for  the  year  1954  had  been  accepted  pre- 
vious to  the  General  Chapter  of  that 
year* 

IiSt  us  begin  with  the  195^  applications* 
They  constitute  a  group  of  young  men 
who  knmf  us  only  from  the  outside  and 
who  like  what  they  have  seen  of  our  way 
of  life  enough  to  want  to  Make  it  their 
way  of  life*  Up  till  now  43  applications 
have  come  before  the  General  Council,  a 
number  that  wiU  probably  rise  to  50 


Recruiting  Hm  tbmbwB  tt 

before  the  Bnd   of  August*  One  was  not 
a  totWkX  epplieation*  It  came  from  a 
young  eoloiHNi  wmn^   aged  2k$   who  had 
been  with  another  Goramtuilty  and  who  had 
left  beeauae  of  poor  health  and  who  had 
alao  failed  in  three  out  of  seven  eub«» 
Jeete  at  their  OhrlstAas  examinations « 
Ria  evident  lack  of  ability  and  his 
questionable  health  were  taken  as  signs 
of  no  vocation  to  the  Basilian  life* 
Two  formal  applications  were  refused 
because  of  low  scholastic  standing*  Of 
the  40  acoeptedi  three  received  this 
wamingi  ^The  General  Council  eacpressed 
concern  over  your  marks  and  will  expect 
to  hear  from  the  Master  of  Novices  that 
you  are  applying  yourself  diligently  to 
the  studies  of  the  Rovitiate**' 
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Mian  th«  Counoll  is  acting  upon  applio«» 
ations  for  the  Novitiate^  one  member  or 
the  (It her  will  repeatedly  eommetni  **We 
do  not  seem  to  be  getting  the  top  8tii«» 
dente.*'  A  few  years  ago  the  Rector  of 
the  Jesuit  Seminary ,  then  Father  Ke6ui« 
gen 9  expressed  a  siisilar  opinion r  He 
felt  that  religious  coas&iunities  were 
getting  ordinary  vocations,  but  very 
few  of  the  exception  ones#  At  the 
recent  priests  retreat  at  Assumption 
University^  I  asked  the  Dominican  who 
preached  it  about  this,  and  he  felt 
that  the  same  was  tarue  of  their  vo« 
cations*  At  least  we  are  not  alone  in 
this  deficiency* 

The  applicants  of  1957  who  are  still 
with  us  now  know  us  as  beginners  in  our 
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way  of  life*  Last  year  the  Council  had 
before  it  57  formal  applications  for 
adfflieaion*  Only  one  candidate  wae  re» 
fueedi  and  the  reason  was  a  poor  sehol<» 
aetlc  record •  Out  of  the  56  who  were 
aeoeptedy  four  did  not  show  up  at  the 
SoTitlate*  One  oandldate  deferred  hit 
entrance  until  this  year  for  family 
reasons •  Zn  two  eases  pressure  was  ap«* 
plied  to  steer  the  eandidates  away  from 
the  Novitiate  and  towards  a  Oloeese*  la 
the  fourth  ease  it  would  seem  that  the 
pressure  was  on  our  side  and  the  candi«* 
date  Is  reported  to  have  made  applle«» 
ation  merely  to  please  a  sealous  Basils 
taa#  In  these  four  eases  there  is  one 
common  factor^  no  Baslllan  was  ao«» 
quainted  with  the  home  life  of  the 
oandldate « 
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A  group  of  three  came  to  the  Novitiate 
but  did  not  receive  the  religious  habit # 
(hie  stayed  overnight ,  the  others  made 
the  retreat*  The  two  who  made  the  r%m 
treat  had  doubts  about  their  vocation 
when  they  made  application.  In  all 
three  cases  it  can  be  said  that  no  Bas- 
ilian  was  acquainted  with  the  home  life 
of  the  candidate*  Adding  these  two 
groups  together 9  it  can  be  said  that 
one  out  of  every  eight  applicants  ac^ 
cepted  did  not  receive  the  religious 
habit* 

What  happened  to  the  49  who  did  receive 
the  habit*  Sight  of  these  cannot  be 
said  to  have  given  the  Basilian  life  it 
fair  trial*  They  left  within  a  couple 
0f  oonths  of  their  reception*  In  five 
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oases  Basilians  did  not  know  their  home 
lift*  In  three  eaeee  there  wae  doubt 
about  their  vocation  and  the  eandidate 
was  encouraged  to  go  and  try  it  out* 
Pressure  is  less  discernible  in  these 
sases^  though  in  one  it  see»s  that  the 
family  wanted  the  boy  to  be  a  priest • 
By  the  middle  of  October  the  two  NoYiti« 
ates  had  a  total  of  41  novices #  One 
w^  of  every  four  candidates  who  were 
reeoaiaended  were  not  strong  enough 
applicants  to  give  our  life  a  fair 
trial*  Four  nore  have  left  since  and 
in  all  instances  we  had  no  adequate 
knowledge  of  their  home  life* 

Inother  comment  frequently  made  in 
Council  is  thiss  ''Is  there  any  way  we 
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can  get  priests  to  visit  the  home  and 

meet  the  faoily  before  reeosimiiciiiig  a 

boy  for  the  Movitiate?  A  typieal  ap* 

plication  form  reads  like  thisi 

Have  you  met  the  father?    No* 
Have  you  met  the  mother?    Mo# 
Have  you  met  the  family?    No* 
Eeputation  of  the  family?   Exeellent* 
Do  m rents  support  him  in 

his  desire  to  be  a  priest?  Tes« 

It  is  beyond  me  how  a  Basilian  priest 

can  answer  questions  in  so  impoz*tant  m 

matter  without  first  hand  evidence*  No 

oourt  of  law  would  accept  the  hearsay 

evidence  that  Basilian  priests  offer 

as  a  recoffliendation* 

Xiet  us  go  back  now  to  1956^  a  group  of 
applieations  that  numbered  54«  fh^aa 
who  have  survived  now  know  us  from  iii« 
side*  During  the  Spring  and  Summer  of 
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1956  the  General  Counell  refused  three 
mpplioante  for  lactk  of  aeadeaic  ability 
a^d  two  i^re  were  put  off  for  a  year« 
Out  of  the  51  who  were  accepted,  fire 
withdrew  their  applicationa*  One  did 
not  eome^  nor  did  he  write  to  say  that 
he  waa  not  coming •  The  other  four  had 
doubts  from  the  beginning*  In  one  of 
theae  cases  some  pressure  was  exerted 
to  divert  the  candidate  to  a  Oiocese, 
and  the  BasLlian  priest  who  had  been 
dealing  with  him  felt  that  he  probably 
mads  a  wise  decision*  During  the  rsst 
of  the  year  six  novices  left  the  Novlti« 
ate  before  GhristmaSf  one  after  only 
three  days  as  a  novice #  Six  left  aftsr 
Christmas #  In  the  first  group  the  only 
pattern  that  Z  can  pick  out  is  lack  of 
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knowledge  of  their  ho«e  life#  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  pattern  in  the 
leaving  of  the  mix  who  went  after 
giving  the  life  a  fair  trial.  Finally 
34  were  professed,  and  here  is  the 
•ignificant  point  -~  all  34  were  reeosEH 
Mended  for  renewal  of  vows  and  all  34 
are  anxious  to  reneir  their  vowt*  It 
is  only  fair  to  add  that  In  a  couple 
of  eases  the  reeoom ndation  for  renewal 
lacked  enthusiasm. 

The  year  1955  was  a  year  of  firsts.  It 
was  the  first  year  that  the  present 
General  Council  accepted  all  the  eandi«> 
dates  for  the  Hovitiate.  It  was  the 
first  year  that  the  new  application  fon» 
were  used.  It  was  the  first  year  that 
a  Vocation  Itoeting  was  held.  And  it  was 
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the  first  year  in  office  of  the  present 
Meet era  of  Ho vices #  It  cannot  be  called 
a  successful  year* 

This  year  of  first  brought  the  highest 
number  of  applications  received  by  the 
present  Gouncily  $S«  Seven  of  these 
were  refused^  two  on  medical  grounds^ 
three  for  lack  of  ability*  Out  of  the 
51  applications  accepted^  1$  failed  to 
receive  the  religious  habit*  Four 
simply  did  not  come  to  the  Novitiate, 
three  came  but  did  not  even  last  out 
the  retreat y  one  withdrew  under  pressure 
from  home,  another  under  pressure  to 
Join  a  Diocese  while  a  third  may  have 
been  under  pressure  from  his  family  to 
be  a  priest  which  pressure  he  removed 
by  enlisting  in  the  Army*  The  1955 


Recznilting  Ntur  MMibera  91 

application  form  did  not  ask  if  th« 
priest  recommending  the  candidate  had 
met  the  candidate's  family* 

The  novitiate  year  was  remarkable  In 
that  only  two  novices  left  before  Christ^ 
mas 9  the  remaining  13  who  left  can  be 
•aid  to  have  given  the  life  a  fair  tziil* 
Four  of  those  who  left  had  been  doubt* 
ful  of  their  vocations  from  the  begin- 
ning j  two  left  for  reasons  of  health { 
the  Ifestera  of  Hovices  were  surprised 
by  ty^   of  the  withdrawals  and  I  think 
n^iarded  the  act  as  a  mistake*  Finally 
21  were  professed.  Two  scholastics  who 
had  been  doubtful  from  the  beginning 
but  who  decided  to  give  not  only  the 
novitiate  life  but  also  the  community 
life  a  fair  trial  have  left  sliioe«  One 
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is  Itaving  this  year  after  two  years 
in  vows*  This  means  that  out  of  5d 
applleationsy  the  1955  elass  has  beeii 
reduced  to  Id  scholastics* 

These  are  the  facts  of  the  past  four 
years*  Before  attempting  to  formulate 
theories  and  to  offer  advice ,  I  would 
like  to  put  thea  together  in  tabular 
foni#  la  this  table  figures  that  are 
still  variable^  i«e«oandi dates  for 
X95df  number  of  scholastics  now  in 
V0WS9  novices  now  in  the  Rovitiate, 
are  the  figures  as  of  Jtme  30th •  In 
the  table  these  figures  are  distin- 
guished by  an  asterisk* 

Table  I 
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1955  1956  1957  195d 

Applications  received  5S  54  57  43* 

Applications  refused   7  3  1  3* 

Applications  accepted  51  51  56  kO^ 

Applications  withdravtil5  5  7  0* 

Hec^d  Religious  Kabit  36  46  49 

Left  before  Christmas  2  6  9- 

Left  after  Jan.  1st   13  6  3  - 

Novices  profeaaed     21  34  37* 

Lei't  as  scholastics    3*  0*  -  • 

How  do  these  figures  compare  with  other 
Goramunities?  At  the  moment  I  cannot 
glTS  a  direct  answer  to  this  question 4 
However,  the  experience  of  other  Com- 
munities of  men   in  North  America  has 
been  that  recruiting  activities  are 
sound  when  the  n\imber  of  novices  equals 
10J(  of  the  priests*  This  figure  makes 
allowance  for  withdrawals  as  scholastics 
and  will  as8iu*e  an  adequat  supply  of 
priests  to  replace  deceased  and  ailing 
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priests  and  will  in  addition  enable  the 
CofBiminity  to  undertake  a  modest  program 
of  expaneioa«  Table  II  shows  how  we 
measure  up  to  this  standards 

Table  II 

Priests  1955  1956  1957  195S 

Priests  340  36O  3^0  4OO 

Actually  Professed   21   34   37* 
XO/i  would  be       (34)  (36)  (38)  (40) 

Such  are  the  statistics  on  recruiting 
within  our  Congregation  for  the  past 
four  years*  When  Father  I^eslie  Vasek 
was  completing  the  experimental  work 
for  his  thesis,  he  had  to  ask  himself 
two  questions  i  *nirhat  do  these  figures 
mean?^  moA   ^Are  these  results  valid?** 
The  proper  use  of  our  vocation  statis* 
ticea  requires  that  we  ask  the  same 
questions 4 
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Let  us  begin  our  examination  with  the 
year  1955 •  Out  of  5^  applications  re- 
ceived less  than  one  third  are  etlll 
with  us#  The  results  are  so  bad  that 
Z  feel  justified  in  proposing  to  you 
that  all  the  coiomon  errors  associated 
with  the  gathering  of  vocations  will  be 
found  in  the  class  of  1955  and  in  a 
magnified  form.  I  propose  then  to  use 
it  as  a  base  and  to  indicate  from  a 
comparison  with  succeeding  years  whether 
pur  practice  is  improving,  or  not* 

In  the  year  1955  two  candidates  were 
refused  admission  for  health  reasons 
and  two  novices  left  the  Fovitiate  for 
the  same  reason «  Succeeding  years 
present  a  better  picture  and  it  can  be 
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eaid  that  priests  are  careful  when  it 
comms   to  considering  the  health  of  a 
proepeetiire  candidate.  During  the 
past  three  months  the  novices  now  in 
the  Novitiates  had  a  thorough  medical 
oheok-»up  made  by  a  physician  chosen  by 
the  Master  of  Rorices*  Ths  results 
confirm  the  statement  that  our  priests 
are  prudent  in  this  matter* 

In  addition  to  normal  health,  cardMates 
are  expected  to  have  the  ability  to 
make  a  university  course.  In  1955t 
four  candidates  were  refused  by  reason 
of  poor  marks.  This  continues  to  be 
the  leading  reason  why  applications 
tmst   be  refused.  I  think  that  it  is 
fair  to  state  that  the  number  of  ap- 
plications comiiig  with  minimum  academic 
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qualifications  continues  high,  while 
the  ntimber  with  excellent  academic 
qualifications  continues  disappointingly 
low.  I  would  like  to  propose  two  theor-- 
ies  to  account  for  this  fact. 

The  first  theoiTr  is  that  our  priests 
share  the  typical  North  American  sym- 
pathy for  the  tmderdog*  In  athletic 
competitions,  the  team  that  loses  fre«> 
quently  receives  more  spectator  support 
than  the  better  team  which  won*  Z 
suggest  that  In  the  fostering  of  vo«- 
cations  we  tend  to  do  more  for  the 
less  gifted  student  than  we  do  for  the 
^>re  gifted  one#  Certainly  that  is 
true  la  the  academic  policy  of  most  of 
our  schools,  and  I  think  it  carries 
over  into  the  field  of  vocations • 
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Mjr  second  theory  is  nore  far<»reachlng 
and  less  susceptible  of  proof.  Let  me 
introduce  it  by  recounting  Bishop 
Nsrrecce^s  experience  at  a  recent  con» 
firmation  in  St«  Basil's  Church*  He 
wanted  to  put  in  a  plea  for  Yocations 
for  the  Sisters*  His  example  was  that 
a  girl  who  marries  has  a  family  of  3» 
4|  5i  or  flK^re  children  to  look  after« 
whereas  the  girl  who  becomes  a  Sister 
has  in  school  a  class  of  40  or  50  to  a 
mother  to*  At  this  point  one  girl  put 
up  her  hand  and  asked,  "Please^  Tour 
Ssccellency,  could  she  not  do  that  as  a 
teacherT**  Vfy  theory  is  that  vie  present 
the  human  work  of  the  priest-teacher 
and  not  his  supernatural  life*  I  might 
even  go  further  and  say  that  sometimes 
we  become  careless  in  our  personal  lives 
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and  put  school  activities  ahead  of  our 
priestly  and  religious  life^  The  bet- 
ter students  will  quickly  see  through 
this«  When  It  comes  to  their  own  vo- 
cation they  find  that  they  can  expect 
as  mich  on  the  natural  side  in  the  world* 
1^  less  gifted  student  does  not  see 
through  and  he  does  come  to  the  Novitiate 

The  class  of  1955  exhibits  in  a  marked 
Manner  two  cofomon  faults  made  in  the 
gathering  of  vocations*  The  first  of 
tliese  is  the  recommending  of  candidates 
who  are  still  doubtful •  Of  course,  the 
doubt  here  is  on  the  part  of  the  candi- 
date* If  he  is  not  sure  that  he  should 
be  with  us,  I  urge  you  to  d  ecide  in 
favor  of  the  Congregation  by  asking  him 
to  wait  until  he  has  made  up  his  mind. 
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If  you  advise  him  to  go  and  %xj   it  out> 
here  is  what  has  happened*  He  comes  to 
the  Novitiate,  receives  tht;;  habit  and 
then  begins  to  take  an  undue  proportion 
of  the  time  of  the  Maeter  and  the  Gon«» 
feeeor  diseuesing  hie  personal  |>roblei&8« 
That  tiae  ie  stolen  from  the  determined 
novices  who  are  thereby  deprived  of  a 
better  formation*  Then  in  the  end  the 
doubtful  candidate  leaves*  And  who  is 
to  tell  how  many  he  may  take  with  him« 
or  have  follow  him?  I  would  say  that 
ths  statistics  I  have  presented  indicate 
that  not  only  in  1955 t  but  in  succeeding 
years I  too  many  young  mmi   have  been  en« 
eouraged  to  come  to  the  Novitiate  ii^iile 
they  were  still  doubtful  about  their 
vocation^ 
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Another  cause  for  the  great  number  of 
dropouts  in  1955  was  undue  pressure* 
It  was  a  year  of  enthusiasm*  Under  a 
new  General  Council »  the  Congregation 
was  going  to  go  places  and  no  House 
wanted  to  be  out  of  step  1a  the  matter 
of  gathering  vocations.  Pressure  may 
be  applied  in  three  ways*  It  may  come 
from  an  outside  party  to  diver  the  ean-* 
dldate  to  a  Diocese.  There  is  nothing 
that  we  can  do  about  this^  or  at  least 
not  muoh;  and  in  the  view  of  some  if 
the  eandidate  cannot  stand  up  under 
such  pressure,  he  pirobably  is  too  doubt«» 
ful  in  his  own  mind  to  survive  the 
novitiate.  Pressure  can  also  be  applied 
on  our  part*  HoEfouse  and  no  individual 
Basilian  is  under  a  quota  for  vocations* 
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X  sk^it   that  a  House  that  sends  good 
vocations  does  sometimes  get  prefer*- 
entlal  treatment ,  e«g.  a  staff  ffiember 
will  be  left  because  of  his  vocation 
work  while  another  House  will  lose  an 
experienced  teaeheri^  Fortunately  the 
use  of  pressure  Is  declining*  At  the 
same  time  I  would  draw  attention  to  the 
faot  that  only  undue  pressure  is  wrong # 
Do  not  simply  sit  back  and  wiat  for 
boys  to  make  up  their  own  mind  without 
your  guidance »  a  guidance  that  will  help 
them  find  the  vocation  channel* 

The  last  form  of  pressure  is  that  exerted 
by  parents  who  want  to  see  the  boy  be  a 
priest*  I  would  say  that  one  or  two 
eases  of  this  come  each  year*  Although 
not  of  itself  a  serious  problem,  it 
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does  introduce  what  I  think  is  the  main 
fault  la  crar  gathering  of  irocationss 
namely  Baeilians  do  not  know  the  home 
life  of  the  candidate •  There  has  been 
absolutely  no  iaqproTeaent  here  during 
the  paet  four  years*  At  one  pointy 
Father  Daniel  Porestell  urged  that 
priests  visit  the  home}  that  they  look 
and  see  if  the  mother  was  a  g^od  manager; 
If  the  home  atmosphere  was  religious* 
Meeting  parents  at  school  event  is  not 
enough*  On  such  occasions  you  prepare 
the  sohool  so  it  will  look  nice  for  the 
parents  and  they  dress  up  so  they  will 
look  nice  for  the  teachers*  Neither 
really  gets  to  know  the  other*  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Masters  of  KovleeSi 
the  guest  speaker.  Father  W*C*  Bier,  SJ, 
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advocated  enlarging  the  maxira  that  good 
vocations  eoae  from  good  Oatholie  hoaee 
to  incli«le  peychologically  stable  vo- 
eations  coffle  from  psyehologloally  stable 
homes •  I  am  sure  that  one  or  more 
visits  to  the  candidate's  home  before 
he  takes  the  step  of  putting  in  a  formal 
application  would  afford  a  good  indie* 
ation  of  his  vocation  and  would  materia* 
ally  cut  down  the  leakage  between  ap» 
plications  received  and  Christmas  time* 
Tou  will  agree  that  something  is  wrong 
when  15  candidates  out  of  51  accepted 
fail  to  take  the  religious  habit «  I 
would  go  one  step  ftirther  and  say  that 
something  is  also  wrong  when*  as  happened 
last  year^  out  of  56  aocpeted  for  the 
Novitiate  we  were  down  to  40  novices  by 
Obristmas*  When  you  go  out  from  St» 
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Basil* 8  Seminary,  before  you  give  an 
application  ti^rm  to  a  young  man»  try 
to  get  to  know  hie  parents.  If  posslbla 
at  their  hoae* 

While  speaking  of  the  home,  I  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  a 
very  poor  record  of  survival  among  can* 
didates  for  uriioai  a  dispensation  had  to 
be  obtained*  1  think  the  reason  is 
quite  siilple*  A  pastor  will  thunder 
at  a  girl,  ''How  oan  you  expeet  to  ex«» 
plain  to  your  children  that  It  is  a 
aortal  sin  for  theoi  to  miss  Mass  on  Sun* 
day,  while  your  non«Catholie  husband 
never  or  rarely  goes  to  church  on  Sun* 
day?**  Xn  such  hones  there  is  a  psycho* 
logical  difficulty*  It  is  not  beyond 
a  satisfactory  solution,  but  before 
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you  advice  a  boy  to  apply  for  the  Novi- 
tiate »  look  to  see  if  a  solution  hat 
been  found* 

I  have  presented  to  you  our  statistles 
on  vocations  for  the  past  four  years 
and  I  have  Indicated  that  they  repres* 
ent  a  satisfactory  state  of  healthy 
though  not  what  ean  be  called  an  expand* 
ing  economy «  1   have  drawn  attention  to 
some  common  errors  in  the  gathering  of 
our  vocations »  especially  to  the  need 
for  attracting  more  of  our  better 
students 9  to  the  wisdom  of  not  letting 
a  boy  put  in  an  applJb  atlon  until  he 
has  f Imrly  made  up  his  mind  that  he 
wants  to  be  a  Basilian^  and  above  all 
to  the  need  for  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  candidate's  family #  It  now  remains 
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to  offer  1b  a  course  in  pastoral  theol- 
ogy some  suggestions  for  the  future # 
Thes  suggestions  are  not  oonoemed  with 
ways  of  attracting  a  boy's  interest, 
nore  are  they  designed  to  assist  you  in 
fostering  his  Yocation*  They  are  limited 
to  the  subject  of  this  lecture,  the 
gathering  of  a  vocation  which  appears 
to  you  to  be  ripe  for  the  harvesting • 
Ifow  do  you  go  about? 

Article  321  of  the  General  Rule  stateei 

Ktaibers  will  not  broach  the  matter 
to  the  prospective  subject  without 
first  consulting  the  superior  who 
will  in  turn  examine  the  case  with 
his  council* 

The  next  article  requires  the  local 
council  to  satisfy  itself  on  a  number 
of  points  before  the  local  superior 
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Invitee  the  candidate  to  make  applic- 
ation for  admission  to  the  Movitiate* 
Htf  suggestion  is  that  before  you  men-* 
tion  the  matter  to  the  local  superior, 
you  ^ould  make  some  discreet  inquiries 
yourself  and  have  that  information  at 
hand*  These  inquiries  are  for  external 
and  positive  signs  of  a  vocation.  They 
will  investigate  the  natural  resources 
of  the  CMUididate  a.nd  will  le4|ve  to  hl« 
confessor  the  assessment  of  his  supers 
natural  resources t 

As  a  teacher  the  simplest  of  thes  ln« 
quiries  concerns  ability*  Soh^t  be 
satisfied  with  his  marks*  They  are  the 
result  of  ability  plus  application  to 
studies*  If  you  find  good  native  abil«» 
ity  but  negligence  in  fulfilling  the 
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duties  of  his  state  of  life  a©  a  student 
ask  yourself »  ''What  assurance  have  X 
that  this  saee  habit  of  sloth  will  imt 
keep  him  from  applying  himself  to  the 
religious  life?**  On  the  other  hand^ 
if  his  good  marks  are  the  result  of 
working  twiee  as  hard  as  other  students 
in  his  olassy  ask  yourself ^  'Will  he^ 
as  a  scholastic^  be  able  to  find  the 
long  hoursf  he  now  needs  for  study  in 
order  to  pass?**  If  possible  try  a 
little  experiment*  Give  him,  in  class 
or  out  of  it 9  some  work  to  do  where  he 
soist  work  under  pressuurei^  e»g«  a  timed 
test*  If  he  goes  to  pieces^  he  is  a 
poor  risk  because  a  priest  must  be  able 
to  work  under  pressure,  e.g*  the  actir- 
ities  of  Holy  Week. 
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Mor©  difficult,  but  not  impossible^  is 
visiting  hie  ho«e»  With  day  aohoole 
it  ie  often  possible  to  find  an  sxeust, 
e.g.  to  take  hia  home  from  school  in  a 
ear  and  drop  in  to  say  hello  before 
going  on  to  a  laeeting,  a  wake,  etc*  Or 
perhaps  in  this  modem  day  the  boy  might 
take  you  in  his  ear  aid  if  his  home  is 
near  itftMire  you  are  goingp  then  drop  in 
for  a  fen  minutes. 

Ones  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that 
lack  of  ability  is  not  a  factor  ai^ 
after  assuring  yourself  of  the  psycho- 
logical and  religious  soundness  of  his 
home  life,  ths  biggest  hurdle  rsmains 
•*-►  you  must  look  for  positive  signs  of 
a  vocation  in  the  yoimg  man.  It  is  not 
enough  that  there  be  nothing  against 
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him.  There  must  be  something  in  hie 
favor  and  this  something  includes  a 
firm  desire  to  be  a  Basilian. 

What  libout  difficult  cases  ifhere  you 
cone  across  an  obstacle*  Provided  the 
obstacle  is  not  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  priesthood  and  the  religious 
life^  e.g.  the  bonds  of  a  valid  marriage, 
theiiy  before  proceeding  further,  look 
for  compensating  factors.  If  one  parent 
is  not  a  Cathollet  «ore  than  ordinary 
desire  for  the  priesthood  and  the  support 
of  parents  is  needed*  Obstacles  are 
meant  to  bar  the  road  to  the  priesthood 
to  ordinary  people*  The  priesthood  Is 
not  for  the  ordinary  young  mkn%     The 
priest  must  be  a  leader^  spiritually  and 
otherwise*  Onless  the  young  man  has  more 
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ordinary  qualities^  then  the  obstacle 
bars  hiffi«  Of  coursei  the  more  serious 
the  obstacle  Is^  the  greater  must  the 
eoapensating  factors  be* 


(Lecture  to  Fifth  Tear  Theology,  sunraer 
course,  July  195^) 
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BECRUITING  NEW 

1955  —  1959 

The  General  Rule  of  the  Basilian  Fathers 

hae  a  chapter  with  the  title:  "The  Future 

of  the  Institute** «  The  first  part  of 

thie  chapter  is  devoted  to  '•Recruiting 

New  Members^**  It  begins: 

Art«  319*  All  members  are  urged 
to  pray  daily  that  Qod 
May  send  suitable  subjects  to 
continue  and  to  extend  the  work 
of  the  Institute  and  they  are 
urged  also  to  be  always  on  the 
alert  to  secure  promising  re- 
oruits  for  the  Congregation* 

The  ConstitutionSi  which  go  back  in 
printed  form  to  ld7B|  do  not  mention 
the  recruiting  of  new  oenbers^  not  even 
In  the  definitive  edition  approved  by 
the  Holy  See  on  October  14^  193^*  An 
i^iglish  translation  publish^  by  Father 
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Pierre  Grand   in  Jtily  190d  has  this  to 
say  about  vocations s 

5«  Mhen  he  rwoives  an  application, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Master  of 
Novices  to  seek  for  infonaation  on 
the  piety,  character,  intelligence 
and  former  life  of  the  postulant • 

Father  M#Y*  Kelly,  who  had  no  great 
love  for  the  way  in  which  Superiors  la 
France  conducted  commonity  business^ 
felt  that  this  attitude  was  simply 
letting  the  Coi^unity  die  out* 

About  the  time  of  Father  Grand's  trans- 
lation of  the  Constitutions  was  pub- 
lished In  Toronto,  Canon  Joseph  Lahitton 
was  writing  in  France  a  book  on  priestly 
vocations  which  was  to  become  a  land** 
amkr  in  the  voluminous  literature  on 
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this  subjects  Up  till  his  time  spir- 
itual writers  and  theologians,  in  France 
and  In  other  count ires,  had  ^iphasised 
the   subjective  element  in  a  priestly 
and  religious  vocation*  i^hen  a  young 
Man  felt  that  he  was  being  ealled  by 
God  to  the  priesthood,  it  w§s  his  duty 
to  present  himself  to  a  Bishop  for  the 
fulfilment  of  his  vocation^  and  the 
Bishop  had  the  duty  of  reeelvlng  hlsi 
and  after  the  necessary  training  of 
ordaining  hlsi*  Canon  Lahltton  stated 
that  the  young  oan  did  not  have  a  vo** 
eatlon  until  a  Bishop  called  him  to 
the  priesthood*  Farther,  if  a  Bishop 
had  enough  priests  to  meet  the  needs 
of  his  diocese,  he  was  under  no  obllg*^ 
atlon  to  ordain  the  yoimg  man^  no  matter 
how  suitable  he  appeared  to  be,  no  matter 
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how  deeply  he  felt  called  to  the  priest** 
hood.  The  book  raised  a  storm  of  pro- 
test slM   in  due  time  was  denounced  to 
the  Holy  See«  St«  Pius  X  had  it  9XBm^ 
ined^  read  it  him.«self ,  and  gave  his 
approval  to  the  views  of  Canon  I«ahitton* 

The  attitude  of  3t«  Pius  Z  brought  about 

a  gradual  ehange  in  the  recruiting  of 

vocations f     In  eoimnon  with  most  eeelss* 

iastical  authorities^  our  General  Rule 

had  been  silent  on  any  obligation  on 

the  part  of  aeiBbers^  leaving  all  the 

reiQHinsibility  to  the  candidates  them** 

selves*  Article  319  of  our  present 

General  Rule  reflects  the  trend  that 

followed  the  pronotmcement  of  St.  Pius  ^* 
The  duty  of  seeking  vocations  now  fell 

upon  Bishops  and  Superiors*  This  shift 
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in  emphasis  has  produced  a  treaendoua 
literature*  The  library  of  3t«  Basil's 
Settinary  has  books  by  Father  Poagei  by 
Father  Kane^  the  Proceedings  of  an 
Annual  Vocation  Institute  held  at  Notre 
Daiae  University^  and  a  host  of  lesser 
known  books «  It  is  an  increasing  liter** 
ature^  isarticularly  in  the  periodical 
field.  A  check  in  the  Catholic  Period** 
leal  Index  will  confirm  the  fact  that 
it  has  aoro  than  doubled  orer  the  past 
ten  yeiirs. 

The  current  literature  on  vocations  aay 
be  divided  into  three  groups  #  Oie  type 
of  book  or  article  deals  primarily  with 
arousing  Interest  in  vocations*  A  see* 
ond  type  tells  how  to  foster  the  vocation 
of  those  irtio  have  shown  some  interest « 
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The  third  and  last  group  is  concerned 
with  the  harvesting  of  vocations.  This 
lecture  will  be  restricted  to  the  har- 
vesting of  vocations  by  Basilians  dur- 
ing the  past  five  years.  It  is  not 
intended  to  duplicate  the  work  of  the 
annual  Vocation  Meeting^  nor  is  its 
purpose  to  summarize  the  writings  of 
the  Director  of  Vocations*  The  purpose 
of  this  lecture  is  to  aequalnt  you  with 
cez*tain  facts,  to  analyse  these  facts, 
and  then  to  suggest  possible  improve- 
ments in  our  present  methods  of  recruit- 
ing* This  paper  has  been  restricted  te 
the  years  1955,  1956,  1957,  195d,  and 
1959  because  these  years  cover  the  term 
of  office  of  the  present  General  Council 
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Let  us  begin  with  1959*  ^he  applications 
now  beJTore  the  General  Council  come  from 
young  men  who  know  us  only  fr<^  the  out« 
side  and  who  like  what  they  have  seen  of 
our  way  of  life*  By  the  end  of  June, 
the  Council  had  received  55  applications* 
Four  fox^Bial  applications  have  been  re«* 
fused,  principally  for  academic  reasons, 
though  other  considerations  were  impor*** 
tsat  in  two  eases*  One  application  has 
been  deferred  until  Grade  XIII  results 
are  known«  Of  t]:»  50  accepted,  a  few 
received  this  or  a  similar  warnings 
**?he  General  Council  has  e3g>ressed  eon« 
eem  about  yoiur  marks  and  will  expect 
to  hear  fron  the  Master  of  Novices  that 
you  are  applying  yourself  diligently  to 
the  studies  of  the  Movitiate#'»  So  far 
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in  1959,  one  oandidate  has  withdrawn 
his  application,  but  he  did  eo  before 
it  was  actually  presented  at  a  Council 
meeting* 

The  novices  now  in  our  Hovitiatea  came 
frora  the  applications  received  in  195d# 
These  young  raen  have  some  knowledge  of 
our  way  of  life  from  inside  and  they 
still  like  itt  Last  year  the  Council 
received  a  total  of  57  applications, 
the  last  coming  after  September  2nd# 
Of  these  six  were  refused  and  of  the  51 
aeeepted,  five  withdrew  before  taking 
the  religious  habit*  Seven  more  left 
after  ashort  trial  and  recently  another 
has  left  after  a  stay  of  nine  months* 
It  is  only  fair  to  aention  that  two  of 
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the  refusals  were  not  formal  applic- 
ations  but  onlf  personal  letters  froa 
candidates  who  hid  no  first  hand  infozw* 
ation  about  our  way  of  life# 

Going  back  to  1957  are  the  scholastics 
who  made  first  temporary  profession 
last  year  and  have  had  a  year  of  ooosiun* 
ity  llfe#  Conversely  the  Congregation 
has  had  a  aloser  look  at  them.  It  has 
been  Mutually  satisfactory  because  out 
of  37  novices  who  j»ade  profession  only 
one  will  not  be  with  us  next  year*  Two 
years  ago  the  General  Council  had  before 
it  57  foz^ial  applications  and  only  one 
was  refusiKl*  The  refusal  was  based  on 
academic  grounds.  Out  of  the  56  accep- 
ted, four  failed  to  show  up  at  the 
Novitiate*  In  two  cases  pressure  was 
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applied  to  steer  the  applicant  away 
from  the  Novitiate  and  into  a  Diocesan 
Seminary •  In  one  case,  family  reasons 
eaused  the  candidate  to  withdraw ,  and 
in  the  fourth  the  fault  was  entirely  on 
our  side*  The  young  man  is  reported  as 
saying  that  he  signed  up  merely  to 
please  an  over-*sealous  Basilian*  In 
all  fo\ir  eases  the  priest  recommending 
the  candidate  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  family*  Hiis  same  year,  three  came 
to  the  Novitiate  but  did  not  receive 
the  religious  habit*  In  all  three  cases 
it  can  be  said  that  no  Basilian  was  ae** 
quaint ed  with  their  home  life*  Out  of 
the  49  candidates  who  received  the  rel*- 
igious  habit  I  eight  left  shortly  after** 
wards  and  cannot  be  said  to  have  given 
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the  Novitiate  a  fair  trial*  First  vows 
were  taken  by  37*  One  has  slnee  left 
so  that  1957  produced  36  soholaitics 
oufc  of  a  total  of  57  applieations* 

During  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1956 
the  General  Gouneil  considered  54  ^P** 
plieatlons  for  admission  to  the  Novitiate 
Three  were  refused  for  lack  of  aoademia 
abilitjr  and  two  more  were  put  off  for  a 
year  on  the  sane  grounds*  Out  of  the 
51  who  were  accepted|  five  withdrew 
their  applioationSji  and  twelve  left  the 
Hovitiate*  About  half  of  these  gave 
the  Movitiate  a  good  trial.  The  34 
novices  who  took  first  vows  has  dwindled 
to  31  scholastics* 

The  year  1955  was  a  year  of  firsts*  It 
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was  the  tirnt   year  that  the  present 
General  Counoil»  elected  by  the  (leneral 
Ohapter  held  in  July  1954|  aeted  on  all 
the  applications  for  the  Hoiritiate*  It 
«rae  the  first  year  that  the  neif  applio^i' 
ation  forms  were  used*  It  was  also  the 
first  year  that  a  Vocation  Meeting  was 
iMiM  to  encourage  confreres  who  were 
active  in  promoting  Tocations*  It  was 
also  the  first  year  that  the  present 
Masters  of  Novices  held  office #  '^'his 
year  brought  a  notable  increase  in  the 
number  of  ajpplicmtloiis  received^  5^9 
the  highest  received  by  the  pi^sent 
Oounoil«  The  promise  of  this  flood  of 
applications  was  quickly  shattered* 
Medical  grounds  made  it  necessary  to 


Recruiting,  1955-1959  125 

refuse  two*  Lack  of  academic  ability 
cut  the  nuffiber  of  applications  furtheri 
to  51*  Of  those  accepted,  fifteen 
failed  to  receive  the  religious  habit* 
VooB%  who  eaffie  gave  the  Novitiate  a  fair 
trials  late  in  the  novitiate  year,  nun** 
bers  fell  off  sharply  and  only  21  were 
professed.  Four  of  these  have  since 
left  the  Congregation.  The  net  result 
is  that  of  5d  applications  for  the 
novitiate  in  1955»  the  Congregation  has 
today  17  scholastics  in  vows*  Not  one 
of  these  is  yet  in  final  vows,  though 
so«e  have  been  called  to  take  them  later 
this  suffimer* 

*he  following  table  is  a  sun^ary  of  our 
vocation  statistics,  1955-1959i 
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Applications  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959 


Recei\iad 

5a 

54 

57 

57 

55* 

Rafused 

7 

3 

1 

6 

4» 

Accepted 

51 

51 

56 

51 

51» 

Withdrawn 

15 

5 

7 

5 

1* 

R«o*d  habit 

36 

46 

1^9 

46 

Professed 

21 

34 

37 

38* 

- 

Imft   as  sohol. 

k 

3 

1 

••♦ 

- 

How  in  TOWS 

17 

31 

36 

3«» 

m 

An  astorlflk  indlcatds  that  figures  ar« 
still  Incomplets  and  may  ba  greater  or 
leaa  than  shown. 

These  are  the  faets  of  the  past  flTO 
years*  Before  attempting  to  analyze 
then  and  before  attempting  to  formulate 
any  theories  and  offer  adrioe^  I  mold 
like  to  refer  briefly  to  tte  experience 
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of  other  Communities #  It  has  been  the 
experience  of  otherCoaimunities  that 
recruiting  activities  are  sound  when 
the  number  of  novices  professed  equals 
XOf^  of  the  priests*  This  figure  makes 
allowance  for  the  normal  withdrawal  of 
scholastics  before  ordination  and  will 
assure  an  adequate  supply  of  priests  to 
replace  deceased  or  ailing  priests  and 
will  likewise  permit  the  Congregation 
to  undez*take  a  modest  program  of  expan** 
sion*  When  the  number  of  novices  pro* 
fessed  drops  to  only  5$  of  the  priestSt 
that  Community  has  reaehed  the  danger 
point*  Expansion  is  out  of  the  question 
and  replacement  of  deceased  and  ailing 
priests  may  have  to  wait  until  the  next 
ordination  elass  is  ready  for  aetive 
service* 


Recruiting,  1955-1959  12$ 

What  Is  our  own  axperience.  In  1953# 
42  candidates  were  accepted  for  the 
HovitiateSi  but  only  23  were  professed^ 
At  that  time  we  had  close  to  300  priests 
so  the  professions  were  just  over  %m 
4s  a  result  last  year  two  scholastics 
were  asked  to  teach  for  a  third  year* 
In  19549  U  candidates  were  accepted 
for  the  Novitiate  and  of  these  23  were 
professed  at  a  time  when  our  priests 
numbered  320«  Because  the  percentage 
professed  was  again  just  over  7jt#  a 
larger  number  of  scholastics  must  teach 
for  a  third  year  In  order  to  meet  com« 
mitments  made  in  view  of  better  vocation 
n^mibers*  Next  year  the  cuimilatlve 
effect  of  these  two  bad  years  will  be 
heightened  by  the  disastrous  experiences 
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of  the  class  accepted  in  1955  which  is 
now  down  to  17  scholastics  and  which 
will  provide  only  a  dosen  university 
graduates  next  Spring*  In  1961  there 
will  be  some  relief  because  34  were 
professed  from  the  class  of  1956  at  a 
tiae  when  our  priests  nun^ered  about 
360#  This  relief  will  continue  because 
the  next  two  classes  are  close  to  the 
10$  aarkt  though  not  quite  at  it* 

What  counts  is  the  number  of  priests 
ordained*  Our  past  eiqf)erience  has  been 
that  slightly  over  one  half  of  those 
who  apply  for  the  Novitiate  will  be 
ordained;  and  that  slightly  over  two 
thirds  of  those  who  take  first  vows 
will  be  ordained*  First  professions 
for  the  years  1955  to  1956  inclusive 
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produced  18  fewer  Mholaetles  thaa 
woiild  have  be^n  the  ease  if  otir  pro<* 
fessions  had  equalled  109(  of  our  prieift% 
Oa  the  basis  of  ordaining  two  thirds  of 
those  professed^  this  means  a  loss  of 
12  priests*  In  other  words ^  had  these 
jrears  been  up  to  nomal,  within  a  few 
years  we  eould  have  doubled  our  Mexican 
Mission  Cmters  without  disturbing  a 
single  House*  The  three  poor  novitiate 
elasses  of  1953,  1954,  and  1955  mean 
that  in  addition  to  the  current  short** 
age  of  scholastics  for  teaching,  there 
will  be  a  drop  of  20  priests  in  the  or^ 
dination  classes  of  the  near  future* 
The  handwriting  is  on  the  wall  this  year 
with  only  ten  scholastics  entering  First 
^ear  Theology* 
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Bern  do  w«  eoiip&re  with  other  religious 
communities  in  our  field?  The  Jesuit 
Seminary  has  15  entering  First  Tear 
Theology •  The  Redemptorist  Fathers 
have  12  in  their  new  Novitiate  at  Sutton 
end  the  incoming  class »  already  in  their 
iltmlorate,  is  expected  to  nuMber  2d* 

However y  it  is  not  the  pxu^pose  of  this 
paper  to  enter  into  any  discussion  about 
why  we  are  not  getting  more  vocations* 
Let  us  turn  to  the  recommendation  fora, 
which  is  the  part  of  the  application 
form  that  is  most  concerned  with  the 
haarvesting  of  vocations*  Failure  to 
read  and  to  comply  with  it  is  the  direct 
source  of  nearly  all  defections  between 
application  and  the  taking  of  the 
religious  habit* 
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The  present  application  form  asks  a 
nufflber  of  questions  which  omst  be  an« 
ewerecl  in  order  to  coAply  with  Oanon 
Iiaw*  If  one  parent  is  not  a  Catholic, 
we  sust  know  that  and  we  must  apply  for 
a  dispensation •  '^here  is  no  getting 
around  that  regulation*  Questions  that 
nust  be  answered  to  cofflply  with  Canon 
Law  are  on  the  white  form  which  each 
eandidate  must  fill  out*  The  recosmend-* 
at  ion  is  the  giree  part  of  the  form.  Now 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  an  experi-* 
encedpriest  of  sound  judgement  to  safi 
••This  young  man  will  make  a  good  Basil* 
ian*''  Onfortimately  few  Basilian  priests 
have  had  enough  experience  to  be  able  to 
say  this  In  a  way  that  inspires  eonfid-^ 
encot  The  alternative,  then,  is  to  ask 
him  a  nufla>er  of  questions  on  specific 
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points,  eaeh  of  liiich  ia  oharaeteristic 
of  the  Basillan  iroaatloii*  Baeh  time  he 
can  give  a  favorable  reply^  he  is  sure 
that  the  candidate  in  whom  he  is  inter- 
eeted  ie  a  good  prospect «  Bach  tiMi 
he  rates  the  young  man  unfavorably^  he 
has  cause  to  pause  and  to  look  around 
for  good  qualities  to  cancel  out  thie 
defect  #  Iiet  it  be  said  here,  l^at  the 
General  Council  expects  defects  and  does 
not  hold  them  against  an  applicant  when 
he  also  has  something  to  outwiegh  thcni* 

Let  me  go  through  the  recommendation 
form  for  a  candidate  whose  application 
was  not  accepted*  Under  Vocation  the 
questions  were  answered  favorably*  That 
is  true  in  practically  every  case*  In 
a  few  cases  the  priest  has  been  lees 
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than  frank  in  answering  the  question 
about  pressure* 

Some  have  asked  how  can  you  get  vocations 
unless  you  ask  the  boy,  and  once  you  ask, 
are  you  not  exerting  pressure?  There  is 
no  question  about  the  need  of  extending 
the  invitation*  But  let  it  sink  in* 
Let  the  candidate  have  time  te  think  It 
over  before  you  ask  him  for  an  answer* 
X  remember  that  Father  W*P*  McGee  said 
at  a  Vocation  Meeting  that  Father  John 
Byan  told  him  once  at  table,  ^Billie, 
you  %iould  make  a  good  Basilian***  That 
was  the  first  time  the  thought  entered 
his  mind*  Two  or  three  months  later. 
Father  Ryan  asked  him  what  he  thought 
about  the  suggestion  that  he  would  make 
a  good  Basilian*  By  that  time  the  idea 
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had  taken  root  and  the  Congregation  re- 
ceived a  Tooation  it  might  have  lost  if 
that  invitation  had  not  been  extended^ 

The  second  part  of  tte  recoomendation 
form's  first  page  is  concerned  with 
education*  Here  the  Council  wants  an 
honest  answer*  Zt  is  a  disservice  to 
a  young  man  to  recommend  him  if  he  can 
not  make  the  studies  proper  to  the  Qon^ 
gregation*  It  is  a  sure  sign  that  his 
vocation  lies  elsewhere*  Onsatifaotory 
answers  are  frequently  given  to  this 
part  of  the  recommendation*  More  than 
one  application  has  come  in  with  no 
attempt  to  ansner  1%*  Why?  Because 
the  priest  could  not  give  a  favorable 
answer  and  he  did  not  want  to  prejudice 
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the  application  by  giving  an  unfavorable 
one*  lAiat  did  he  do  actually?  He 
raised  hopes  in  a  candidate  which  were 
dashed  when  he  received  a  letter  of 
refusal*  The  candidate  knew  that  his 
sehool  recoard  was  poor*  When  a  Basilian 
priest  told  him  to  put  in  an  application 
in  ^>ite  of  It  I  he  felt  that  there  was 
a  chance  for  hia*  When  it  was  not  ful«» 
fills  dy  he  laust  have  felt  let  down  by 
that  priest* 

(^  one  application,  the  candidate  marked 
himself  as  being  in  the  upperhalf  of  the 
class*  The  priest  left  the  questions 
on  education  unanswered,  simply  encloi^ 
ing  the  school  transcript.  This  showed 
that  the  candidate  was  in  the  lowest 
third  of  his  class  and  had  an  average 
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nearly  five  points  below  th©  minimuai 
for  adffliasion  to  university »  In  another 
application,  the  education  questions 
were  left  unaswered  aiKi  without  explan- 
ation,  but  the  university  transcript 
bore  this  notationi  **?alled|  requireil 
to  withdraw^"  This  student *8  record 
was  so  poor  that  the  university  was  not 
willing  to  give  hia  a  second  chance*  No 
candidate  with  a  questionable  aeademle 
record  will  be  accepted  merely  because 
some  questions  were  not  answered* 

When  the  General  Council  is  acting  upon 
applications  for  the  Hovitlate,  one 
fflember  or  another  will  repeatedly  com^ 
menti  '^We  do  not  seem  to  be  getting  the 
top  students  ♦•»  A  few  years  ago  the 
Hector  of  the  Jesuit  Seminary  In  Toronto 
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expressed  the  same  opinion •  He  felt 
that  religious  communities  were  harveet- 
Ing  a  goodly  erop  of  ordinary  ▼ocatione 
but  very  few  exceptional  ones •A  Domin- 
ican who  preached  our  annual  retreat 
was  of  the  same  opinion*  It  was  their 
experience.  At  least  we  can  console 
ourselves  that  we  are  not  alone*  '4fhy 
does  oiir  way  of  life  fail  to  attract 
top  students?  One  answer  given  to  this 
question  was  that  too  many  of  our  high 
school  and  college  teachers  are  not 
really  interested  in  their  studies* 
The  top  students  sense  that  quickly  and 
lose  interest  in  a  Basilian  vocation* 
On  the  other  hand  the  weak  student  does 
not  perceive  this*  All  he  knows  1» 
that  a  certain  priest  has  helped  him 
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through  a  difficult  examination  and  he 
wmtB   to  join  the  Congregation.  Teaeh«» 
ere  iifhoee  classroom  work  is  coneietently 
directed  towards  exattlniitlon  results , 
get  good  results  but  fail  to  interest 
the  top  students  iiither  in  their  sub- 
ject or  in  the  teaeher's  way  of  life* 

jinother  reason  assigned  to  our  hanrest'-* 
lug  a  large  proportion  of  our  vocations 
froa  weaker  students  is  the  typical 
North  Aaarican  sympathy  for  the  under- 
dog, ^his  sympathy  causes  us  to  do  more 
for  the  less  gifted  student  and  he  res- 
ponds favorably«  The  more  gifted  stud- 
ents are  left  somewhat  to  themselves 
and  hence  they  tend  away  from  a  vocation 
to  our  life.  I  would  emphasize  at  this 
point  that  there  is  no  thought  of  screening 
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out  the  ordinary  student*  Many  excell- 
ant  priests  have  come  from  their  ranks* 
Rather  It  if  m  question  of  attracting 
more  of  the  top  students*  Father  "Ban^ 
Gorrigan  has  said  that  we  should  be 
getting  70  applications  a  year*  The 
nmt  Ho vitiate  at  Pontiac  has  49  rooms 
for  novices*  Richmond  Hill  has  17 
single  rooms I  four  of  which  are  large 
enough  for  two  beds*  If  we  obtained 
applications  from  twelve  top  students, 
over  and  above  our  present  applications, 
we  would  be  close  to  the  number  required 
te  keep  %h»   Congregation  expanding* 

For  a  summary  of  this  first  page  of  the 
recommendation  form,  let  us  turn  to  the 
world  of  sport*  Vhen  a  boy  turns  out 
for  a  team,  he  does  not  have  to  know 
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much  about  the  game.  <^here  is  a  coach 
to  teach  hi»t  But  he  oust  have  two 
assete  ««*«  natural  resources  suited  to 
that  game  and  the  desire  to  play  it« 
If  he  lacks  the  natural  resources^  he 
will  not I  cannot  make  the  team*  If  he 
lacks  the  desire  to  play,  then  he  will 
never  be  a  real  success  no  matter  how 
great  his  natural  resources  may  be« 
Applying  for  the  Novitiate  is  like 
turning  out  for  a  team.  The  boy  does 
not  have  to  know  much  about  the  Basilian 
way  of  life.  The  M§ster  of  Movices  is 
there  to  teach  him.  The  young  man  must 
have  the  natural  resources.  Questions 
on  education  explore  one  phase  of  his 
natural  resources.  Questions  on  vocation 
seek  infortiation  about  his  desire  to  be 
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a  Basillan*  If  he  lacks »  in  a  notable 
manner,  one  or  the  other,  he  can  n^rmr 
be  a  euocees  in  the  Oongaregationi  nor 
is  he  likely  to  persevere. 

Has  the  General  Coimcil  become  too 
ehoosy  in  accepting  candidates?  Some 
would  say  so*  What  are  the  facts? 
During  the  recent  academic  year  fiTS 
scholastics  failed  in  the  University 
of  Toronto  or  Assumption  University  of 
Windsor*  One  also  failed  outright  in 
the  Freshman  course  at  St*  Michael* s* 
A  year  ago  there  were  failures  in  all 
three  instutions*  The  results  clearly 
demonstrate  that  some  weak  candidates 
hare  been  given  special  consideration 
because  some  priest  put  in  a  special 
plea  for  them*  Some  day  you^  too,  will 
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be  laprtssdd  with  the  piety  and  the 
desire  of  a  weak  student  to  become  a 
Baal limit  Before  you  invite  him  to 
make  applioation,  stop  and  aek  yoiirself  s 
swiat  will  be  the  effect  on  this  young 
aan  of  possible  failure  in  his  univer- 
aity  course?  Is  there  other  work  for 
him  that  does  not  require  university 
training?** 

Sons  years  ago  the  General  Ck>uncil  de- 
eided  that  getting  a  degree  would  be  a 
test  of  vooation*  Sinee  then  the  only 
oxoeptions  have  been  late  vocations  and 
it  would  seen  that  these  had  the  ability 
to  make  a  university  course  but  were  not 
asked  to  in  vlsw  of  their  age  and  in 
view  of  other  employment  for  whieh  they 
were  suited*  Communities  that  have  lay 
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brothers  find  it  a  major  problem  to 
keep  them  happy  in  a  subordinate  role# 
Will  the  weak  candidate  you  contemplate 
recoomending  be  content  to  remain  in 
the  lowest  place,  year  after  year^  or 
will  he  feel  that  in  view  of  his  long 
experience  in  parish  work,  it  is  time 
he  was  recognized  and  made  a  pastor? 

Tott  might  also  ask  yourself  if  you  have 
enough  humility  to  treat  such  a  confrere 
as  an  equal  and  enough  tact  to  avoid 
making  him  feel  the  weight  of  his  sec- 
ondary place*  More  than  one  scholastic 
has  been  deeply  hurt  by  priests  who 
lacked  this  tact  and  who  put  him  in  his 
lower  ranking  place*  Not  a  few  priests 
engaged  in  high  school  teaching  have  an 
inferiority  complex  in  the  presence  of 
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confreres  with  advanced  degrees  who 
staff  our  colleges  and  universities • 
Some  with  doctoral  degrees  have  not 
been  sufficiently  careful  of  the  feelings 
of  those  whom  the  Congregation  put  to 
nork  without  giving  them  the  opportunity 
of  obtaining  higher  degrees* 

Turning  to  the  second  page  of  the  reoom« 

siendation  form^  we  find  that  it  asks 

about  parents  and  relatives.  Time  after 

tiae  the  answers  given  here  are  a  die-* 

appointment*  Have  you  met  hla  father? 

"Ho#'*  His  mother?  »Ho.«  His  family? 

^'lio***  Character  and  reputation  of  can«« 

dldate^s  family?  ^Bxeellent^t  Ho  court 

of  law  would  admit  the  hearsay  evidence 

put  forth  on  this  page^  ai^i  yet  a  Basll«» 

Ian  priest  will  use  it  in  support  of  a 
priestly  and  religious  vocation* 
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Do  his  parents  supper  t  hiia  In  his  desire 
to  be  a  priest?  ^es"*  Is  there  any- 
parental  opposition  to  the  oandldate 
being  a  Basilian?  "None**^  How  csn  you 
Gonscientiously  answer  these  questions 
unless  you  have  met  and  talked  with  his 
parents?  lou  are  aequainted  with  pretM* 
sure  put  on  a  boy  to  go  to  a  Diocesan 
Seninary*  What  assurance  have  you  that 
pressure  of  a  father  or  mother  is  not 
behind  the  candidate's  application?  It 
it  a  fact  that  one  or  raore  applicants 
eome  each  year  because  a  young  man  hae 
fallen  In  line  with  parental  wishes « 
Had  the  priest  who  recommended  him  known 
his  family,  they  would  have  discovered 
this  and  proceeded  with  greater  caution. 

Few  oo£»»«Bits  are  made  on  the  home  sltu*-^ 
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ation  because  the  priest  does  not  know 
lt«  A»k  any  Vocation  director  belonging 
to  another  SoflKounity  and  he  will  tell 
you  that  the  biggest  part  of  his  job 
is  to  visit  the  homes  of  prospective 
candidates «  Ctee  glance  will  tell  him 
whether  the  mother  is  a  good  manager; 
whether  the  atmosphere  ia  religious}  if 
the  boy  has  girl  trouble  one  or  other 
Of  the  parents  will  voice  their  doubts 
about  thoir  son^s  ability  to  put  her 
out  of  his  mind*  Actually  one  novice 
in  Hochestery  I  heard^  quickly  made 
friends  over  the  back  fence*  Had  tht 
priest  who  recommended  him  be^i  well 
acquainted  with  his  home  life,  he  would 
have  saved  the  young  man  a  useless 
Journey  and  the  Master  some  embarrass** 
ment* 
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The  one  area  In  which  the  General  Coun** 
eil  has  not  received  adequate  support 
from  prieata  who  are  interested  in  pro«» 
ooting  vocatione  is  in  their  attention 
to  the  £mily^     If  the  Congregation  la 
to  obtain  sufficient  vocations,  if  the 
auid^er  of  dropouts  between  the  sending 
in  of  an  implication  and  the  taking  of 
first  vows  is  to  be  reduced,  then  Basil* 
laa  priests  must  get  to  know  more  about 
the  faiily  background  of  candidates* 

IBills  on  the  natter  of  the  family,  it 
way  be  mentioned  that  the  large  and 
poor  Catholic  family  is  not  contribute 
Ing  its  share  of  vocations.  Our  vo- 
sations  are  coming  from  the  middle  class 
and  the  upper  class*  In  European  coun- 
tries one  result  of  this  has  been  the 
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los3  of  th#  working  class  to  the  Qhxirch* 
The  ahurch  lac^eci  vocations  from  among 
thea  and  thoy  did  not  rei^ond  to  leaders 
£rom  other  social  and  economic  groups* 
C^ur  priests  might  do  well  to  consider 
whether  sufficient  attmtion  has  been 
paid  to  obtaining  vocations  from  such 
fafidlies* 

On  the  second  page  of  the  recommendation 
from  coanients  are  invited  whenever  there 
ere  irregularities  in  the  home  life* 
This  includes  comments  whenever  one 
parent  is  not  a  Catholic,  and  vfhen  one 
parent  is  not  of  the  Roman  Rite* 

In  the  past  some  priests  have  urged  the 
acceptance  of  candidates  whose  health 
was  not  good*  Generally  speaking  there 
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has  been  a  amrked  improvement  in  thi« 
natter*  The  Ootincil  doee  not  require 
perfect  health,  any  more  than  it  aske 
for  perfect  virtue*  It  does  require 
nor^sal  health*  Attention  may  be  called 
to  one  point,  namely,  any  taint  in  the 
mental  health  of  the  candidate  or  his 
family*  Zt  is  no  more  disgrace  to  hair« 
a  nervous  breakdown^  than  to  have  an 
ulcer*  A  cafBlidate  suffering  from  some 
types  of  ulcers  would  not  be  admitted* 
Iilkewise,  certain  mental  defects  pre*- 
elude  admission,  others  do  not*  When^ 
ever  a  young  man  states  that  a  close 
realtive,  i*e*  father,  mother,  brother, 
sister,  grandparent,  uncle  or  aunt,  has 
suffered  a  "nervous  breakdown**,  etc*, 
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it  is  helpful  to  obtain  a  medical  opin« 
ion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  breakdown 
tad  M  to  the  likelihood  of  it  affect-* 
ing  the  candidate  in  the  future*  This 
opinion  should  be  obtained  before  the 
application  is  sent  to  the  General  Coun-* 
oil  and  if  possible  from  the  physician 
who  treated  the  relative*  It  is  einarr« 
asslng  to  the  young  laan  to  receive  a 
letter  asking  for  it  before  a  decision 
can  be  reached  on  his  application* 

The  third  page  of  the  recoamiendation 
form  draws  attention  to  personality 
traits*  Unfortunately  the  answers  given 
are  rarely  helpful*  It  nould  sees  that 
the  priest  recoiamending  a  candidate  is 
afraid  to  admit  that  he  is  less  than 
perfect*  When  a  priest  always  aarks 
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high  on  personality,  then  the  Council 
doea  exactly  i^^iat  a  University  does 
with  the  marks  submitted  from  certain 
high  schools,  it  downgrades  th«&«  The 
application  form  Means  exactly  what  it 
says  when  it  states  that  "it  is  a  dis» 
service  to  the  candidate  not  to  reveal 
his  weakness*'*  ^ueh  extravagant  mrkm 
east  doubt  on  the  observations  the 
priest  may  make. 

On  the  last  page  is  space  for  remarks* 
No  application  should  be  sent  in  without 
something  being  written  here*  ^his  is 
the  place  for  the  priest *s  estimate  of 
the  candidate's  worth*  If  the  candidate 
is  an  average  prospect,  with  no  irregul- 
arities  at  home,  nor  in  his  school  work, 
the  remarks  may  be  as  brief  as,  ^  a  good 
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prospect '^^  If  there  is  anything  out 
of  the  ordinary^  attention  should  be 
dr«im  to  t%p  whether  it  be  in  hie  favor 
or  not«  thus  if  there  are  other  vo- 
cations in  his  family,  the  remarks 
would  include,  ^another  vocation  from 
a  fine  Catholic  family  with  an  excell- 
ent record  of  vocations** #  On  the  other 
hand  the  remark  could  be  a  word  of 
eautlon,  e«g«,  ''must  be  kept  at  his 
studies^*  If  necessary,  or  if  the 
priest  is  in  a  writing  mood,  the  remarks 
may  be  continued  on  the  back  of  the  page. 
However,  in  no  case  should  this  space 
bs  left  ULank* 

Something  has  to  be  said  about  impedi** 
ments*  7he  wisdom  of  the  Church  has  set 
them  up  because  long  ea^erience  has> 
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shown  that  such  candidates  are  not  ord«» 
Inarlly  satisfactory  •  Provided  the  ob** 
stacle  is  m%  totally  inconsistent  with 
the  priesthood  and  the  religious  life, 
the  Holy  See  will  grant  a  dispensation 
for  a  good  reason*  More  than  once  the 
Superior  General  has  been  embarrassed 
by  receiving  an  application  with  an 
Ifflpediment  it^iicated  but  with  no  reason 
glvm  for  seeking  a  dispensation*  It 
is  the  mind  of  the  Church  to  exclude 
from  the  priesthood  the  ordinary  boy 
who  00 MIS  under  an  lapediment*  There* 
fore,  no  boy  of  ordinary  personality, 
ordinary  piety,  and  ordinary  scholastle 
ability,  should  be  Invited  to  apply  for 
admission  when  there  Is  an  lapedlment 
barring  his  path*  There  must  be  some 
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apecial  qtiality  to  Justify  departing 
frott  the  established  lawt  Fathe  Ter* 
ence  IfoLaughlin  has  reported  that  our 
losses  from  caiuiidates  for  whom  he  has 
obtained  dispensations  are  high,  aetu« 
ally  as  high  as  the  losses  in  a  minor 
seminary*  "^'his  does  not  mean  that  a 
priest  must  rule  out  immediately  a 
young  man  whose  parents  are  not  Cath«i» 
oliesy  ete»  It  does  mean  that  he  must 
look  for  and  find  some  signs  that  this 
prospect  has  qualities  beyond  the  ordin« 
ai7«  Those  of  you  who  know  one  of  our 
priests  for  whom  a  dispensation  was 
required,  will  agree  that  those  who 
psereveredto  ordination  did  have  the 
special  qualities  required  by  the  Holy 
See*  Conversely,  when  those  qualities 
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were  lacking  and  the  candidate  was  re«» 
oeived^  in  moat  cases  he  did  not  per« 
severe* 

fhe  plea  for  better  reeoamndatlone  Mt4t 
in  this  paper  must  not  be  taken  as  a 
eondeanation  of  t^e  work  being  done  hf 
Many  of  ottr  priests*  In  soae  oases 
there  has  been  negligence,  in  others  the 
omissions  were  an  a  ocidental  oversight* 
*he  majority  of  the  applications  coat 
with  proper  re<x>mmendations«  1  woul4 
like  here  to  express  in  particular  my 
personal  appreciation  of  the  way  applie* 
ations  are  handled  by  Aquinas  Institute 
and  St*  John  Fisher  College*  They  are 
sent  in  early «  in  April  or  May*  They 
are  usually  accompanied  by  aU  the  re- 
quired documents t  This  makes  it  easy 
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to  obtain  Testimonial  X^etters  and  dis«* 
p«nsations  when  needed*  It  wotild  sewi 
that  the  eare  taken  In  handling  applie«» 
ations  by  our  priests  in  Rochester  is 
preceded  by  a  careful  screening  because 
during  the  past  four  years  only  one 
scholastic  from  the  Rochester  area  has 
withdrawn  and  only  two  novices*  More* 
over  during  this  period  only  foiur  applio« 
ations  were  refused  or  withdrawn*  These 
lew  figures  are  not  the  result  of  a  lack 
of  vocations*  During  the  past  year  the 
51  priests  teaching  in  Rochester  were 
backed  up  by  47  vocations  ranging  from 

4 

novices  to  priests  on  graduate  studies, 
and  all  from  the  Rochester  area* 


(Iiecture  given  to  Fifth  Year  Theology, 
summer  session,  St*  Basil's  Seminary. 
July  1959) 
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BASIUAN  Wm 

When  the  revision  of  the  Rovitiate  Rule 
was  begun  a  few  years  ago,  it  was  mf 
task  to  read  through  the  old  copies  and 
to  put  each  article  of  these  earlier 
rules  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper # 
These  were  then  gathered  together,  som 
\inder  the  proposed  new  articles  so  that 
the  priests  on  the  revising  committee 
might  see  at  a  glance  how  deeply  rooted 
each  artlole  was  in  our  tradition} 
others  were  kept  separate  so  that  they 
odgl3^  know  ^ihat  was  being  changed*  With 
this  Inforttatlon  before  thflun  the  cook 
ttlttee  proceeded  to  the  work  of  adap- 
tation ond  renovation  urged  upon  all 
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religious  commimities  by  the  late  Pope 
Pius  Xllr 

It  will  be  the  purpose  of  this  eonfer«- 
enoe  to  outline  the  history  of  the 
taking  of  vows  in  our  ^ngregation  that 
you  may  learn  how  Basilian  life  was 
shaped  in  the  past  and  that  you  isay 
understand  how  changes  are  to  b  e  intro«» 
duced  in  the  future  if  we  WDuld  be 
faithful  to  our  traditions* 

In  the  Annuarlo  Pontifici^o.  the  official 
yearbook  and  directory  of  the  Catholic 

%urchp  under  the  heading  ''Religious 

* 

Societies  of  Priests  tfithout  Vows^^ 
first  place  belongs  to  the  Congregation 
of  the  Oratory  founded  by  St*  Philip 
Keri  and  approved  by  the  Holy  See  as  a 
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♦•Ctongregatlon  of  Secular  Priests"  la 
1575 «  l^he  Oratorlans  are  diocesan 
priests  who  do  not  leave  their  diocese 
to  establish  houses  in  other  dioceses* 
Others  may  copy  their  way  of  life  and 
form  their  own  Oratory*  That  is  what 
Gardlnal  de  B|rulle  did  la  Prance*  To*» 
day  the  French  Oratory  is  more  import* 
ant  for  the  religious  communities  that 
gym  out  of  it;  the  Eudist  Fathers^  the 
Sulpicians  and  the  Vlncentians*  Of 
these  the  Sulpicians  are  important  la 
our  history* 

Our  first  Superior  General,  Father 
Joseph  Iiaplerare^  began  teaching  la  his 
rectory  at  St*  3y»phorlen-de-Mahun  in 
179d*  ^hen  his  school  was  transferred 
to  Annonay  in  ld02^  the  Vicar  General 
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of  the  Diocese  of  Vivlers,  Father  h6o- 

rat  PieanftiiX  nho  was  Skilpioiaa  traia#tf| 

composed  a  Rule  for  thu  Staff  ii^hieh 

began t 

The  Head  of  the  Institution  of 
Annonay  and  his  colleagues^  all 
being  priests  or  aspirants  to 
the  priesthood^  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  lead  a  truly 
ecclesiastical  life,  that  is  to 
say I  be  always  usefully  occupied 
and  always  a  sourer  of  edification* 

Without  fonaing  a  Congregation, 
or  a  ffloral  person,  the  spirit  of 
their  vocation  requires  that, 
being  all  clergy,  living  under 
the  same  roof  and  partaking  of 
the  same  table,  they  follow  a 
Rule  of  Life  in  which  work 
follows  prayer,  and  prayer  work 
so  that  every  moment  of  the  day 
may  be  occupied  with  something 
suitable  to  the  holiness  of 
their  calling • 

Father  Lapierre  and  his  associates  were 
called  the  Teaching  Priests  of  Annonay 
to  distinguish  them  from  their  colleagues 
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in  the  Diocese  of  Viviers  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  parochial  ministry^  On 
September  15>  1322^  Fathers  Joseph  Ut^ 
pierre^  Vincent  Duret,  Axigustin  Payan^ 
Jean  Folly,  Pierre  Tourrieille  and 
Juilien  Tracol  wrote  to  their  Biehop 
asking  permission  to  forra  a  Congregation 
and  stating: 

The  sole  ^sxid^   of  this  Uong^regation 
will  be  to  procure  the  glory  of 
God  by  the  sanctification  of 
souls  through  the  exercise  of 

the  entire  ecclesiastical  min- 
istry in  teacMng  and  preaching* 

The  Bishop  gave  his  consent  in  a  letter 
dated  November  15 t  1822,  and  on  Hovember 
21st  following  the  first  General  Chapter 
was  held*  Father  lapierre  was  elected 
Superior  General,  but  the  election  of  a 
Council  was  deferred  at  the  request  of 
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th«  Bishop*  On   this  same  day  the  found^p 
ing  prissts  made  the  prowdse   that  bound 
thss  to  their  work  of  education  and  to 
one  another*  This  promise  did  not  in- 
clude the  three  vows  of  religious*  It 
was  sittply  a  promise  of  stability  by 
whioh  mmAmrB  undertook  not  to  withdraw 
from  the  Society  exeept  for  a  grave 
reason  and  then  only  after  notifying  the 
Superior  in  writing  of  their  intention, 
not  once  but  each  year  for  three  years 
before  it  would  become  effective* 

The  first  Basilians  considered  thefli«» 

selves  to  be  secular  priests  and  a« 

such  signed  this  declaration  in  ld2ds 

I,  the  undersigned,  declare  that 
I  do  not  belong  to  any  religious 
coniraunity  approved  by  the  Ghurch 
or  sanctioned  or  not  sanctioned 
by  the  State,  not  considering  as 
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a  religious  congregation  in  tht 
isiMi0  of  the  decree  of  June  16 
a  Society  of  a  few  priests  knovm 
in  the  district  as  the  Society 
of  St»  Basils  patron  of  the  Col- 
lage of  Nslson  Seule^  which 
Archbishop  d*Aviau  founded • 


Sot  long  after  this  our  Founders  felt 
the  need  of  a  higher  approval  than  that 
of  their  own  Bishop  and  in  1637  they 
addressed  a  petition  to  the  Holy  See 
which  was  supported  by  the  Bishops  of 
Viviers^  Grenoble  and  Valence,  and  tha 
Archbishop  Administrator  of  Lyons*  On 
September  15th  of  the  same  year  Pope 
Oragory  XVI  decreed  that  the  Institute  of 
the  Society  of  Priests  of  St*  Basil  was 
to  be  praised*  It  is  from  this  decree 
that  our  Congregation  has  its  precedence 
in  the  ranks  of  religious,  immediately 
before  the  Missionaries  of  the  Sacred^ 


Heart  ^o  obtained  their  decree  of 
prcdfte  In  the  following  year* 

The  effect  of  this  Roman  decree  was  %0 
change  our  dependence  from  a  residential 
bishop  to  the  Congregation  of  Religious # 
Nevertheless  the  Society  remsJLned  an 
association  of  secular  priests  who  lived 
in  oomfflunity  with  neither  public  nor 
private  vow8# 

About  this  tlflie  two  priests  of  the  Dio«» 
esse  of  Viviers  and  graduates  of  the 
Oolite  of  Annonay  won  a  national  fol* 
lowlac  siiong  the  clergy  of  France  with 
their  claim  that  the  ministry  of  parish 
priests  was  of  divine  origin  and  con** 
sequent ly  the  Bishop  goverMd  his  Diocese 
in  conjunction  with  his  priests*  To  meet 
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this  delicate  situation  the  Holy  See 
named  a  young  Oblate  of  Mary  Immaculatey 
Father  Joseph  Hippolyte  Guibert,  Bishop 
of  Viviers.  Within  four  years  he  re- 
ceived the  eubaission  of  the  /aiignol 
brothers.  Proaotion  to  the  Archbishoprle 
of  Tours  and  then  the post  of  Cardinal 
Archbiaftiop  of  Paris  lay  ahead  of  hl«» 
This  incident  had  a  profound  effect  on 
the  future  of  our  Congregation  because 
in  his  pastoral  risitations  to  the  Col- 
Isge  of  Annonay  he  suggested  that  Basils 
ians  ought  to  take  irows*  Father  Julien 
Actorie,  who  was  elected  Sup  rior  General 
after  the  death  of  Father  Pierre  T&wtm 
vieille  in  1859,  wrote  in  a  circular 
letter  dated  January  20,  1863 i 

An  eminent  prelate,  who  has  left 
Misng  us  lasting  signs  of  his  stay 
ia  the  Diocese,  frequently  obsenred 
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that  vows  were  lacking  in  oxir 
Constitutions  and  urged  that 
this  deficiency  should  be 
remedied  without  delay,  if  we 
wanted  to  assure  the  future  of 
our  Congregation.  We  gathered 
Air  Annonay  to  examine  this 
iAportant  matter*  At  the  out«» 
set  none  of  us  were  prepared 
to  take  vows;  nevertheless  we 
came  to  a  unanimous  decision 
with  sueh  speed  that  it  B,pm 
peared  oeartainly  tfi   be  the 
work  of  the  Holy  %ost. 


Basillans  took  vows  for  the  first  time 

on  September  24t  182*  The  formula  of 

profession  written  at  the  front  of  th# 

^•eord  Book  of  the  Toronto  Novitiate^ 

opened  at  3t#  Miohael*s  College  by  Father 

Jean  Soulerln  in  ld$7t  i«i 

Ip  !f#y  before  the  Most  Blessed 
Mary  ever  Virgin  and  Mother  of 
Ood,  St#  Joseph^  our  Holy  Father 
St.  Basil,  the  whole  heavenly 
oourt  and  all  here  present, 
promise  and  vow  unto  the  Nest 
Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  and  to  you  Reverend 
Father  General  of  the  Society 


of  3%*  Basllp  Kho  stand  in  God*s 
plaee  for  me.  and  to  your  suo* 
©••sors  Stability,  Oha»tity, 
Obedience  and  Poverty j  this  last 
nevertheless  in  the  sense  that 
of  all  my   income,  no  matter  what 
its  soiarce,  I  can  retain  nothing 
without  the  permission  of  the 
Superior,  except  that  of  the  pre«» 
eeding  year  as  outlined  in  the 
CSonstitutions* 


The  inclusion  of  a  Vow  of  Stability  was 
a  link  with  %h»  past  that  raised  the 
Froaise  of  Stability  made  since  X6Z2 
to  a  higher  status « 

With  the  encouragement  of  his  episcopal 
friend,  l%r#  Ouibert,  now  Archbishop  of 
l^ours.  Father  Aetrole  devoted  his  time 
to  the  internal  organisation  of  the 
Congregation^  In  1660  he  drew  up  a 
Bule  for  the  Hovitiate*  Next  he  re-» 
vised  the  Constitutions  and  presented 
them  to  the  Holy  See  for  approval #  On 


Vowft^  1622-1922  169 

Hovember  23^  1663,  the  Sacred  Congreg** 

ation  of  Bishops  and  Regulars  issued  s 

decree  %fhiah  stated  that  the  Hely 

Fat her I  Pope  Pius  IX ? 

reoeiving  the  petition  of  the 
Su|jerior  General  and  having  heard 
the  commendatory  letters  of  the 
Bi^ops  concerned,  approved  and 
confirmed  the  aforesaid  Pious 
Institute  as  a  Ck)ngregation  of 
simple  vows« 

The  decree  postponed  the  approbation  of 
the  Constitutions,  partly  because  the 
^ly  See  vas  already  studying  a  general 
revision  of  the  Canon  Law  for  Religious 
in  preparation  for  the  First  Vatican 
Council*  The  foziaula  of  the  vom  ex«» 
pressly  mentions  a  restrietion  on  the 
▼ow  of  poverty*  The  approbation  granted 
by  Pius  IX  makes  no  mention  of  thls# 
Father  Julien  Actorie  died  in  ld64  and 
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the  approbation  of  the  Constitutions 

was  to  b«  a  source  of  difficulty  In 

ytars  to  eoas*  Towards  tiiis  snd  of  ld95 

the  Constitutions  were  again  submitted 

for  approiral.     The  answer,  given  on 

^une  22,  ld97»  again  postponed  their 

approbation  and  suggested  changes) 

1#  The  articles  on  Poverty  and 

the  formda  of  profession  are 
to  be  cofflpletely  roTised  accord-- 
ing  to  the  norflUi»«« 

2#  All  that  is  opposed  to  the 

common  life  is  to  be  deleted 
from  the  Constitutions;  and  the 
obligation  of  the  common  life 
is  to  be  clearly  stated* 

Father  Adrian  Fayolle,  Superior  General, 
and  his  Council  considered  that  these 
and  other  suggestions  contained  in  the 
answer  of  the  Holy  See  inTolred  too 
great  a  change  and  therefor  they  petitioned 
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the  Holy  See  for  permission  to  keep  the 

qualified  vow  of  poverty*  Thie  was 

granted  on  May  4>  ld9d»  but  with  a  coa«» 

dition  attached: 

If  the  aforesaid  priests  wish  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  indult^ 
they  will  constitute  only  a  Pious 
Sodality  and  not  a  true  Congreg-* 
ation  or  Religious  Institute* 

How  was  poverty  praeticed  in  the  Con- 
gregation under  the  qualified  vow?  The 
English  translation  of  the  constitutions^ 
published  in  1908,  describe  it  in  the 
d3rd  article! 

The  members  of  the  Society  may  be 
likened  to  the  children  of  a  fam** 
ily*  The  Superior,  as  the  father, 
supplies,  according  to  the  aeans 
at  hand,  the  needs  of  all*  whether 
they  be  well  or  ill,  or  old.  even 
to  the  end.  Each  individual  mem«» 
ber,  however,  provides  at  his  own 
expense  all  articles  of  clothing 
and  also  his  breviary,  prayer  books. 
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Bible I  theologies y  and  a  few 
other  such  things  needless  to 
enumerate*  Vherefore,  every 
member  of  the  Society,  after 
the  first  year  of  Novitiate| 
if  he  is  not  a  priest^  shall 
reeeive  three  hundred  francs 
(|80)  a  year,  and,  if  he  is  a 
priest,  two  hundred  frances 
(#50) i  if  his  stipends  for 
Masses  are  less  than  one  hun<* 
dred  francs,  he  shall  receive 
three  hundred  francs  (|dO)« 


About  this  time  the  stipend  for  Low 
Nasses  in  America  was  raised  from  50 
cents  to  ^•CX}  giving  priests  an  inooM 
of  about  |I|00  annually #  the  provision 
for  seholastice  was  raised  to  |120 
after  World  War  X* 

Father  Francis  Forster  was  elected 
Provincial  for  the  Province  of  Ameriea 
in  1916#  Be  was  a  student  of  Canon  Im 
and  a  leader*  When  he  was  elected  Super* 
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ior  General  In  1922  he  guided  the  Gen- 
eral Chapter  in  a  thorough  revision  of 
the  OonetitutlonSy  Including  the  adop«* 
tion  of  the  simple  vow  of  poverty  with-* 
out  any  restrictions  in  its  practice* 
During  the  year  1922-1923  Father  for^ 
ster  was  occupied  giving  to  members  the 
Instruction  on  the  vow  of  poverty  now 
given  to  novices*  On  ^ursday  evening, 
June  27t  X923t  during  %h»   priests*  re« 
treat  at  St.  Michael's  College,  Father 
Forster  took  this  vow  publicly  in  the 
name  of  all  who  accepted  it*  Accept^ 
ance  was  signigied  by  dropping  in  a  box 
at  the  door  of  the  chapel  this  declar- 
ations 

1,  the  tmdersigned  member  of  the 
Congregation  of  Priests  of  St* 
Basil  of  ^'oronto,  hereby  accept 
the  Vow  of  Poverty  as  mprMmd 
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in  the  Constitutions  drafted  by 
the  Chapter  held  in  August  1922 , 
and  as  approved  by  th«  Sacred 
Congregation  of  Religious  by  the 
decree  dated  May  7^  1923 • 


Some  did  not  wish  to  take  this  new  row 

and  left  the  Congregation*  Others  hei« 

itated  before  accepting  it*  Asong  these 

was  Father  Jan  Aboulin  who  had  been  for 

oany  years  Master  of  Hovices  and  who 

WAS  past  the  age  when  adaptation  to 

change  is  easy.  This  is  an  extract 

from  his  letter  of  acceptances 

When  I  consider,  what  I  did  not 
realize  at  firsts  that  by  the  fact 
of  refusing  to  accept  the  vow  I 
ceased  altogether  to  be  a  Basilian 
and  became  simply  a  secular,  even 
under  a  Basilian  roof,  I  am  ready 
for  any  sacrifice*  I  have  been  a 
Basilian  for  60  years,  and  for 
those  60  years  enjoyed  the  bene-* 
fits  of  community  life  and  the 
fraternal  treatm«it  of  my  confreres, 
besides  a  share  in  their  prayers 
and  the  right  to  their  Masses  and 
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suffrages  after  my  death.  And 
now  Mhen   1  teve  already  a  foot 
In  the  grave,  shall  I  despoil 
■yself  of  those  benefits  and 
proTS  luitrus  to  my  religious 
faally  who  was  so  good  to  as? 
Ho*  At  any  cost  I  wish  to  die 
a  Basilian*  So  may  it  plsass 
Qod* 


Changss  will  come  in  your  own  life^  ia 
your  residence y  in  your  saplo3nients, 
even  changes  in  the  Basilian  way  of  lifs 
to  which  you  have  grown  accustomed* 
Accepts  them  In  the  spirit  ibowa  by 
Father  Abouliii»  Tqu  will  n^v^v  regret 
it. 

Goneeming  the  more  active  role  of 
initiating  changes,  do  not  look  for 
qtdck  results*  Some  communities  move 
quickly,  but  Qod  has  left  us  to  follow 
a  different  path*  Father  Pierre  Tour- 
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irioille  and  other  young  contreres  were 
•agor  to  take  vows  in  132 2 ,  but  thi^ 
deferred  to  the  wishes  of  the  older 
priests «  It  was  indeed  God*s  Will  that 
Basillans  should  take  vows,  and  it  was 
likewise  His  Plan  that  one  hundred  years 
would  elapse  before  they  would  be  taken 
in  their  fullness « 

Father  M«.V«  Kelly ^  no  one  called  by  his 
muse  Michael  9  he  was  always  N«Viit  ^^  * 
long  life  in  the  Congregation  irhich  was 
punctuated  with  strong  support  for  and 
vehement  opposition  to  various  projects* 
Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  gathered 
up  his  reflections  on  Ba^lian  life  in 
a  quasi-autobiography.  Remarked  In  Pass- 
|iS(«  In  it  he  %frote  of  those  who  real<» 
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ized  their  ambitlonsi  despite  the  poe* 

ition  taken  by  those  in  authority i 

God*s  blessing  had  not  been  with 
the  work*  Froa  the  hour  he  had 
determinad  his  purpose  should 
prevail,  no  matter  v;hat,  he  had 
completely  taken  things  out  of 
God's  hands,  and  God  left  him  to 
himself*  Under  such  circumstances 
failure  was  inevitable*  p*  67 

The  Congregation  of  Priests  of  St» 
Basil  is  not  a  static  organization* 
Zt  has  olianged  since  I  entered,  and 
you  will  be  saying  the  sane  thing  at 
sotte  time  In  the  future*  For  your  part 
In  the  development  of  the  Ciongregationt 
whether  it  be  tdie  passive  role  ef 
accepting  change,  or  the  active  role  of 
foraulating  changes,  I  oiramid  to  you 
the  words  of  William  Gobbett,  author 
of  a  faoDUS  book  on  the  Reformationt 
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Fro«  a  vtry  early  ag*.  I  had 
Imbibed  the  opinion  that  it 
waa  avary  man* a  duty  to  do  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  laave 
his  country  as  gocd  as  ha  had 
found  It*  (Political  Roister, 
Daceniber  22,  1832) 

(^onferanca  givan  at  Aquinas  Xnstituta, 
February  7,  1961) 
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VISITATION,  ST»  MICHAEL'S  COLLEGE 
SCHOOL,  TORONTO,  MARCH  196i 

The  Constitutions  prescribe  that  the 
Superior  General  visit  the  entire  Con* 
gregation  either  personally  or  through 
a  delegate  at  least  once  every  three 
years*  It  had  been  Father  George 
Fkhiff's  Intention  to  visit  St.  Michael's 
College  School  during  the  month  of  April* 
Although  he  is  allowed  three  months 
f^a  the  date  of  his  formal  nomination 
as  Arehbishop  of  Winnipeg  tmtil  his 
consecration,  those  sionths  are  intended 
primarily  as  a  time  of  preparation  for 
his  new  office,  weeks  in  which  he  atist 
procure  an  episcopal  wardrobe,  familiar* 
ize  himself  with  episcopal  ceremonies, 
study  something  of  his  new  duties  and 
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prepare  by  spiritual  exercises  for  the 
reception  of  tlw  fullness  of  Holy  Or- 
ders*  It  is  understood  that  a  new 
bishop  will  wind  up  quickly  the  work  he 
is  then  engaged  upon  and  will  hand  over 
to  others  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
tasks  planned  for  those  months ♦  This 
Father  Flahiff  has  done  in  the  matter 
of  your  visitation*  He  would  have 
liked  to  have  come  in  person  and  as  a 
sign  of  the  importance  he  attaches  to 
St*  NLchaelU  College  School  he  has 
sent  two  priest  to  replace  him#  For 
all  other  houses  he  has  sent  only  one« 
Father  John  Qaughan  will  conduct  the 
financial  part  of  the  visitation,  ex- 
amining the  books  of  the  treasurer  and 
the  financial  policy  of  the  School.  The 
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other  parts  of  the  visitation  ease  within 
tlMi  scope  of  my  oim  appointment* 

^h@  time  of  visitation  is  a  time  when 
confreres  in  a  local  house  may  make 
known  their  views  and  their  difficulties 
so  that  the  General  Council  oay  gain 
ftdl  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  Col«» 
lege^  School  or  Parish#  Last  Fall  X 
talked  with  Father  William  Roach  about 
the  work  of  Visitors.  He  told  me  that 
when  Father  Victorin  Marijon  was  Provin- 
cial he  would  always  begin  his  interview 
with  the  question^  *Are  you  happy?* 
Eeoalling  that  his  administration^  both 
as  Provincial  and  as  Superior  General , 
extended  over  years  when  the  (Jongreg* 
ation  was  deeply  agitated  by  internal 
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troublts^  I  asked,  '^Did  any  one  ever 
answer:  No,  I  aa  far  from  happy?**  With 
unexpected  vigor  Father  Roach  repliedi 
••Many's  a  time.'*  This  answer  made  little 
difference  because  uneasy  conditions 
continued  in  the  Congregation  down  until 
1922^ 

In  our  own  tiae  nany  have  asked  what 
good  comes  from  a  visitation?  I  believe 
that  it  was  Father  Flahiff's  practice 
to  talk  over  matters  with  the  Superior 
at  the  close  of  his  visitation  aiKi  with- 
out formulating  regulations  to  make 
suggestions  that  were  usually  acted 
upon  in  view  of  the  authority  of  the 
Superior  General*  Ify  own  practice  is 
to  draw  up  a  list  of  observations  re« 
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ceived,  then^  omitting  names ,  to  go 
over  these  with  the  Superior •  Ifany  of 
the  points  raised  are  probiwe  that  he 
is  aware  of  ,^  but  does  not  think  it  wise 
to  do  anything  about  them  at  the  present 
tiae#  Soae  are  natters  that  hare  es« 
caped  his  attention  and  changes  will 
follow.  In  a  few  instances  the  problem 
turns  out  to  be  t^at  one  a^nber  has  set 
an  impossible  standard  and  no  action  Is 
ealled  for* 

^e  time  of  visitation  is  also  a  period 
when  the  views  of  the  General  Council 
can  be  made  known  in  a  more  personal 
»mner  to  iMsbers  of  local  houses.  Row 
there  is  one  point  on  which  Visitors 
were  given  instructions  this  year^  namely 
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to  bring  up  the  subject  of  vocations^ 
The  letter  of  the  Superior  General  con* 
irening  the  annual  Tocation  Meeting  and 
his  letter  asking  for  prayers  for  vo- 
oations  during  the  novena  before  the 
ftast  of  St*  Joseph  provide  figures 
that  wiphaeise  the  need  for  Tocatlons. 
*^'her&rore  I  shall  not  burden  you  with 
more  statistics*  Nor  shall  I  attempt  a 
discussion  of  the  theology  of  Religious 
Vocation,  that  field  being  expertly 
handled  by  Father  "Dan"  Corrigan#  In** 
stead  I  would  like  to  begin  with  an 
observation  once  made  by  Father  Hnery 
Oarr  during  a  discussion  on  vocations* 

Ke  remarked  that  formerly  Baedlian  vo^ 
cations  were  obtained  through  a  system 
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of  apprenticeship*  He  lamented  the 
pMiri^ng  of  this  practice  saying  that 
something  very  useful  had  been  lost# 
It  %trlll  be  the  purpose  of  tonight's 
eonferenoe  to  trace  something  of  the 
hlitory  of  this  approach  to  the  problem 
of  recruiting  neir  nsmbers,  to  see  If 
some  of  Its  elalmed  advantages  can  be 
applied  to  our  present  situation* 

The  apprenticeship  system  goes  back  a 
long  way  In  our  traditions*  When  Father 
Joseph  Iiaplerre  began  to  teach  boys  In 
his  rectory  school  at  St*  Symphorlen** 
de-Kahuni  he  enlisted  the  services  of 
others*  Some  of  his  recruits  were 
prlestSy  but  the  majority  were  aqplr* 
ants  to  the  priesthood*  The  recommend* 
atlon  given  by  a  pastor  to  one  of  Father 
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Lapierre^s  early  students  advised:  ''He 

in  a  singer  and  if  need  be  can  teach 

singingt**  The  bearer  of  this  recoa^eitd^ 

ation  was  Father  Aiigustin  Payan  who  was 

put  to  work  and  who  later  became  one  of 

oxir  founders*  When  Pierre  Tourrieille 

easMi  to  ^nonay  in  ld02  to  study  TheoX* 

ogy,  he  was  made  recreation  master^  then 

dindtory  master  and  study  hall  master* 

In  ld04  he  was  given  a  class  in  mathem«> 

aties  to  teach  in  In  the  following  year 

he  was  ordained*  Liking  what  he  had 

experienced  ma  a  student^  he  joined  the 

college  staff.  As  second  Superior 

General  he  wrote  in  ld55J 

For  fifty  3rears  I  have  followed 
all  the  pJMSes  of  this  establish** 
ment  ••«  *here  is  not  a  function 
connected  with  the  education  of 
youth  that  I  have  not  exercised. 
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The  Constitution*  printed  in  I878  by 

order  of  Father  Jean  Soulerin  embodied 

the  principle  of  apprenticeship  in  the 

training  of  scholastics 5 

In  order  nevBr  to  s  eparate  prao«- 
tice  from  tnowledge,  some  light 
duties^  occupying  but  little 
tioe.  will  be  given  to  the 
scholastics^ (p*  2i^} 

The  system  of  apprenticeship  was  ideally 
suited  to  a  boarding  school  that  offered 
a  course  extending  over  six  or  eight 
years*  To  fill  out  the  nuaber  of  teaehers^ 
recreation  oastiNrs,  ete«|  a  promising 
student  would  be  invited  to  Join  the 
staff  as  a  junior  member^  or  perhaps  an 
eeclesiastieal  student  from  another 
eoUege  would  ccme  and  help  out*  3e»in« 
aries  were  few  in  the  earlier  days  of 
the  Province  of  Ontario  and  Bishops  were 
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n0t   averse  to  laaking  exoeptians  and  iii«» 
stead  of  req^i^iig"jhiwi''i^ 
the  Grand  Seminaries  of  a  French  Oanad* 
Ian  Diocese^  pexmidLtted  them  to  make  a 
eourse  in  Philosophy  and  even  in  7heeX«» 
ogf  St  St«  Michael* s  College  or  at 
Assufliption  ^ollege«  The  list  of  staff 
in  a  prospectus  of  St*  Michael's  College 
printed  in  1862  shows  not  only  Basilisn 
priests  and  scholastiesg  but  also  two 
ecclesiastical  student s^  one  of  whom 
later  became  Bishop  of  Hamilton* 

In  my  own  first  years  as  a  day  student 
St  St«  Michael's  College  School^  I  can 
recall  lay  teachers  who  wore  a  soutane i 
Joe  Mahon,  now  a  Toronto  lawyer  {  Iieo 
Troy,  now  a  m«aber  of  the  ftrevincial 
Iiegislaturei  Vincent  Xclhtyrep  now  Prin** 
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cipal  of  a  Teachers »  ^ollege^  There 

were  others  who  became  priests:  Lester 

Pettypieee,  now   chaplain  at  St*  Joseph^s 

Hospital I  London;  Joseph  Mayi  pastor  of 

Oar  Lady  of  Lourdes  Churchy  Utica^  Sew 

lork*  tfy  mm&orf  does  not  recall  tmf 

iMjmMn  who  wore  the  soutane  as  a  teacher 

and  who  later  became  a  Basilian*  The 

General  Chapter  of  1922  recognised  that 

the  era  of  apprenticeship  was  drawing 

to  a  close  because  the  question  was 

asked s 

At  what  age  should  candidates  be 
encouraged  to  go  on  to  the 
Hovitiate? 

The  practice  had  been  to  suggest  gradu« 

ation  from  university^  or  at  least  ii 

partial  arts  course  before  going  to  the 

Novitiate.  Father  Francis  Forster 

pointed  out  thatt 
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The  Godex  allows  entrance  at  the 

Se  of  fiteen,  and  he  expressed 
e  opinion  that  in  view  of  our 
need  of  subjects,  we  vmiald  do 
well  to  encourage  them  to  enter 
even  at  matriculation •  This 
view  was  generally  accepted. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  appren«» 
ticeship  method  of  testing  a  voeatioa 
is  suited  to  an  academic  atmosphere 
where  the  examinations  are  set  and  marked 
by  the  sohool*  It  was  the  necessity  of 
Minting  in  provincial  examinations 
that  reconciled  Father  Carr  to  its 
passing. 

Amng  us  the  benefits  of  this  system 
were  real*  T^ung  men  got  used  to  wear«» 
ing  a  soutane  and  to  appearing  before 
others  in  it.  this  in  itself  was  not 
important p  \m%  an  Intangible  benefit 


Baslllaa  Apprenticeship  191 

was.  It  gave  the  young  man  an  eccles- 
iastical 8pirit|  or  showed  dearly 
that  he  was  not  likely  to  develop  it. 
Sach  one  here  present  knows  of  boys 
who  have  the  external  signs  of  a  vo-*' 
cation^  but  ^o  lack  an  eoelesiastieal 
spirit y  i.e.  a  divine  vocation* 

Ibtsters  of  Novices  do  not  like  to  re« 
ceive  young  men  who  have  been  advised 
to  go  and  try  out  the  life*  The  period 
of  apprentioeshlp  gave  the  opportunity 
to  try  out  tl:^  life  and  one  or  two  years 
experience  helped  oany  former  Basilian 
students  to  nake  up  ^elr  mind  for  the 
Congregation^  for  a  Diocese^  or  for  the 
lay  state* 

The  apprenticeship  system  brought  the 


Basillan  Apprenticeship  192 

prospectiye  cwididate  into  close  con- 
tact with  tii^  B^raibers  of  the  Congreg-^ 
ation*  If  he  liked  what  he  eaw^  he 
Joined*  If  he  was  not  fitted  for  coa- 
nunity  life^  he  learned  that  early  and 
went  to  a  diocese  or  to  soae  calling 
for  which  he  was  temperafflentally  fitted < 
The  heavy  losses  that  have  been  e^qperi- 
enced  among  scholastics  and  novices  in 
recent  years  are  not  due  entirely  to 
larger  numbers*  They  are  due  in  some 
part  to  lack  of  previous  experience  of 
what  life  as  a  Basilian  would  be  like* 

Must  the  advantages  of  our  earlier  sys- 
ten  of  apprenticeship  be  comifctely  lost 
because  the  conditions  in  our  schools 
have  changed?  This  question  is  pertln^ 
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ent  at  a  time  when  Dioceses  and  Commtm«* 
Itles  are  introducing  Seminary  Days, 
Vocation  Workshops,  etc*,  that  give 
prospective  candidates  an  opportunity 
of  studying  and  living  their  future 
life  for  a  few  hours  or  several  days* 
I  sugi;est  that  some  effort  must  be  made 
to  recapture  certain  features  of  appren- 
ticeship* It  is  not  a  question  of  doing 
something  for  prospective  candidates, 
it  is  one  of  getting  them  to  do  some- 
thing for  us*  Father  Francis  ^rescovlak 
would  ask  that  teachers  require  a  pros- 
pective candidate  to  do  something  the 
teacher ♦s  way*  His  experience  with 
novices  has  been  that  those  who  Insist 
on  doing  things  their  own  way  do  not 
persevere.  If  they  get  by  the  Novitiate, 
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they  fall  by  the  wayside  as  scholastics # 
I  can  recall  soiae  of  our  older  priests 
telling  hour  an  individiaal  who  was  thinker 
Ing  of  Joining  us  was  discouraged  for 
this  Tery  reason*  It  was  discovered  at 
study  hall  master ,  etc«|  that  he  had 
his  way  of  doing  things  and  would  not 
listen  to  advice « 

School  activities  bring  teachers  and 
students  together^  but  too  frequently 
the  relationship  is  one  of  %lm   teacher 
giving  something  extra*  Vocations 
flourish  when  it  is  the  student  who 
contributea«  The  Sodality  of  the  B*V«M« 
lias  apostolic  oon^ttees  that  enable 
members  to  do  something  extra*  At  Cath* 
olic  Central  High  Sohooli  Detroit « 
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students  serve  Mass  in  the  chapel*  The 
actual  techniques  used  will  have  to  be 
worked  out  in  each  school  and  even  by 
each  confrere #  It  will  have  to  be  done 
prudently  lest  a  type  of  boy  who  lacks 
initiative  and  who  likes  to  hang  around 
priests  become  a  local  nuisance*  One 
reason  lihy  this  having  students  around 
is  unpop\ilar  is  because  some  confreres 
do  not  like  to  be  constantly  living  up 
to  the  ideals  set  by  students  for  their 
priests  and  teachers* 

(Oonferenoe  given  at  St.  MichaelU  Col-^ 
lege  Sahool|  Toronto,  March  2kp   1961, 
at  the  opening  of  a  canonical  visitation) 
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THE  BASILIAN  APOSTOLATS 
ld22«1922 

The  purpofto  of  this  paper  Is  to  deserlbe 
the  Basllian  apostoiLate  between  the  years 
1S22  and  1922 •  During  these  one  hundred 
years  the  general  ain  of  the  Gongreg« 
ation  was  the  sanctifieatlon  of  Its  sen** 
bers  and  the  speolfio  aims  were  teaeh* 
log  and  preaching #  In  1913  a  change  in 
the  Constitutions  restricted  the  spec-* 
iflc  work  to  the  apostlate  of  education# 

In  France  during  this  period  the  apostol- 
ate  of  education  was  exercised  on  a 
conmunlty  basis  while  the  work  of  prewh-^ 
ing  was  largely  left  to  individual  steal 
and  was  exercised  on  a  part-tiae  basis* 
In  America  the  need  was  both  for  teachers 
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and  for  priests  to  serve  in  parishes 
with  the  resiilt  that  the  apostolate  of 
teaching  and  that  of  preaching  were 
alike  exercised  on  a  community  basis* 
In  addition  confreres  devoted  themselves 
to  preaching  on  a  part-time  basis  out 
of  aeal  or  out  of  the  necessity  of 
bolstering  coramunity  finances* 

Tables  I  and  II  show  how  the  primitive 
Basilian  apostolates  were  exercised  in 
rfmaee  and  In  America  during  ld22«1922* 
Father  Charles  Roume  supplied  the  In- 
foi«atlon  for  the  Province  of  France 
mwm  years  ago  In  response  to  one  of  my 
frequent  requests  for  Information.  The 
dates  ehosen  by  him  are  key  dates  In 
Basilian  history?  1837,  Decree  of  Praise} 
1863 1  D#«ree  of  Approbation i  1878^  UrBt 
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printing  of  the  Constitutions;  1890, 
the  high  point  in  the  gro^irth  of  the 
Congregation  in  France*  The  dispersal 
iApoaed  by  an  anti-clerical  law  in  1903 
niade  ifflposeible  a  list  of  members  by 
institutions  for  the  years  1903  and 
1922»  ^he  list  for  the  Province  of 
Cauda  has  been  compiled  from  various 
sources •  Only  for  the  year  1921-1922 
was  an  official  list  of  appolntmmits 
available. 

TABLE  I  ~  PROVINCE  OF  FRANCS 

Basilians 
Place      Institution   Priests  Others 

■  II  1 1— — ^■^»«»i.l»— I— «i»—    II    a ■iiM—i— ■1111111  wiiiMi  —II  imm ii— — <w> 

lB37s  17  priests,  6  postulants 

Annonay     College  (1800)  ^9   3  post* 

Ste.  Barbe.  1^19^ 
Feyzin     College,  1827-47  3 
Prlvaa     College,  l82d    5   3* 
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199 


Plact 


Institution 


Baslllans 

Priests  Others 


1863:  41  priests,  26  scholasticst  6  nov» 


Annonay 

College 

13 

8  scbol* 

Ste.  Barbe 

3 

1   « 

Seholasticate 

2 

mez) 

Aulienas 

Petit-S6minaire 
(1852) 

8 

5  sehol# 

Feysin 

Novitiate  (1860) 

3 

6  novices 

Privas 

College 

7 

7  sehol* 

tfemoux 

Petit'^iainaire 
(1844) 

5 

5   » 

1678s  89  priests,  10  scholastics 

,  7  nov. 

Annonay 

College 

20 

Ste*  Barbe 

9 

Seholasticate 

10  schol. 

Novitiate 

7  novices 

Aubenas 

Petit«S6minalre 

12 

Blidah 

College,  1868 

10 

(Algeria) 

Bourg  St» 

Petit-S&ainaire 

12 

And4ol 

(1871) 

Chateauroux  College 

3 

Perigueux 

Petit«*SSminaire 
(1866) 

12 

Vemoux 

Petit«*S6minaire 

11 

ld90t  95  wlesta  11  scholastics. 

7  noif* 

Annonay 

College 

30 

dte#  Barbe 

6 

7  novices 

Blidah 

College 

If 

Bdne,  Alg. 

College,  1888 

6 

Cadouin 

Parish 

t 
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Plao« 


Institution 


Basiliant 
Priests  Other* 


Perigueux  Petit-^eminaire 
Plymouth,  College,  lSd4 
England 

Prades    Parish 
Vernoux   Petit-Seminairs 

19031  65  aembers 

1922:  34  Member a| 


12 
6 


11  saholf 


TABLE  IlgPROVmCE  OP  CAMADA 

1652:  3  priest >  2  scholastics 

Toronto   3t#  Michael »s  Col*  3   2  sohol* 

1663:  7  priests,  1  scholaatic 
Owen  Sound  St*  Mary's  Parish  2 

(1863) 
Toronto    St«  Michael's  Col*  5   1  schol# 
(1652) 
St.  Basil's  Parish 

(1656) 
Hovltiate,  1856 

1676:  22  priests^  5  schoiaatics,  1  nov# 
MOierstburg  St.  John's  Parish  2 


(1676) 

Mary* 
AssiuBption  College 


s  Parish 


3sehol 


Oiiren  Soiind     St*  Ma: 
Sandwioh 
(Windsor)  (I67O) 

Assumption  Parish     2 

(1670) 
Novitiate,  I672  1  noviee 
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Place 


Basilians 
Institution  Priests  Others 


Toronto    St#  Michael's  GOI0  9     2  schol 
3t#  Basil  s  Parish  1 

A 

I69O:  31  priests.  6  scholastics 

2 


Aik^n^  S*G» College.  1B90 
AAherstburg  St»  John's  Parish 
Detroit     St*  Alms's  Parish  3 

IN^porty  at*  Charles  Par#  2 

Michigan     (1390-95) 

Otnren  Sound  3t»  Mary's  Parish  3 

Sandwich  Assumption  College  6  3  sohol 

(Windsor)  Assuiaption  Parish  2 

Toronto  St*  Michael's  Col*  10  3  schol 
St^  Basil's  Parish  1 

1903:  k&   prieats.  4  scholastics^  1  nov* 


Asherstburg 

Detroit 
Houston 

£iaporte^ 

Texas 
Sandwich 

(**ind8or) 
Toronto 


St*  John's  Parish  2 
St.  Anne's  Parish  2 
St*  Thomas  H*3.     3 

(1900) 
St*  Mary's  Seminary  3 

(1901-1911) 
Assumption  College  10 
Assuuuption  Parish  2 
St«  mchael's  Col*  13 
St*  Basil  s  Parish  2 
Bovitiate;  1892  1 
Holy  ^sary  Parish  1 

11893) 
aeholastioatSi 1894  1 


3  schol* 


1  novice 
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Basllians 
Place     Institution    Priests  Others 

<WIIWW—tW1iiWilWii<l"»lliM<iii«iinlii  mnini    if»i  ».ii  ■ ■ i.iii.imm. ■.  ■   ■.iiiiim ■ » ■  iiHliiilM 

Oirsn  Sound  3t«  l^fatry's  Parish  3 

Waoo.  Texas  St*  Basil* s  Ck>l«  5  X  sehol* 
(1899-1915) 

Siek  leave  2 

Diocese  of  Iiondon  1 

1922,  itSt  1921-1922:  63  priests 
23  SGholasticSt  6   novices 

Amherst burg  3t»  John's  Parish  3 
Chatham, HBt  St*  Thomas  College  4 

(1910-1923) 
Detroit    St*  Annexe  Parish  6 
Houston    St*  Thomas  H*S*    5  2  schol* 
OMren  Sound  St*  Mary's  Parish  3 
Sandiwch    Assumption  College  14  4  schol* 

(Wlttdssor)  Assumtion  Parish   4 
Toronto    St*  luchaelU  Col*  13 
St*  Basil^s  Parish  2 
Novitiate  3  $   novices 

Holy  Hosary  Parish  1 
Scholasticate      5  17  sehol* 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  years  chosen 
by  Father  Bourne  happened  to  be  years 
when  the  Province  of  Canada  had  few  or 
no  novices*  Moreover,  scholastics  from 
America  who  were  studying  in  France  are 
not  indicated  by  Table  II* 
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%he  following  is  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  the  Basillan  apostolat©  during 
tho  y^BTB   ld22-1922» 

muin  Fathor  Joseph  Iiapierro  resigned 

his  parish  of  St#  ^aphorien  and  moved 

his  school  to  Annonay  in  1802,  he 

Issued  a  prospectus  which  statedi 

The  Superior  and  Professors  of 
the  College  of  Annonay  solemnly 
pledge  themselves  to  ctevote  the 
whole  of  their  time  and  labor 
to  the  advancement  of  the  pupils 
entrusted  to  their  care* 
{Choaiel,  p»  135) 

At  the  same  tirae  Tiear  General  LSorat^ 

Picansel  cosposed  a  school  rule  of 

sixteen  ax*ticles«  The  foreword  b#grai 

The  head  of  the  Institution  of 
Annonay  and  his  co^-workers,  all 
being  priests  or  hoping  to  become 
such,  it  is  necessary  for  then 
to  lead  a  truly  ecclesiastical 
life,  that  is,  one  spent  usefully 
and  in  giving  satisfaction* 
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though  they  do  not  foi^  a  Con- 
gregatiOHi  or  a  particular  body^ 
atill|  they  are  all  members  of 
the  clergy  and  the  spirit  of 
their  vocation  demands  that^  s 
since  they  a  re  all  living  xmder 
the  same  roof  and  sit  at  the 
same  table|  they  shoiild  follovr 
a  rule  of  life  in  which  prayer 
is  succeeded  by  work,  and  work 
by  prayer^  and  every  moment  is 
spent  in  a  manner  corresponding 
to  the  holiness  of  their  state* 
And  this  is  all  the  more  neces«» 
•ary,  because  they  are  called 
upon  to  bring  up  young  students 
invirtue  even  more  than  in  know- 
ledgei  and  the  most  efficacious 
means  of  doing  so  is  to  lead  a 
regular  and  pious  life*  (Ohomelg 
P#  75 J  ^ume,  p*  155) 


Vicar  General  LSorat-Picansel  was  alS0 
pastor  of  Hot  re  Dame  Parish  in  %nonay« 
So  looked  upon  these  priest-teachers 
as  members  of  the  clergy  and  considered 
their  teaching  as  part  of  a  truly 
ecclesiastical  life*  They  did  not 
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their  labors  exclusively  to  teaching 

M  Fathex*  Adrien  Ghomel  relates  in 

his  History  of  the  College  of  Annonay; 

Their  devotion  went  even  byond 
the  limits  of  educational  work* 
In  spite  of  the  fatigue  result* 
iig  from  teaching,  they  constantly 
eame  to  the  assistance  of  parish 
priests,  who  were  unfortunately 
not  numerous  enough,  and  li&ped 
thera  by  preaching  and  hearing  con- 
fessions* It  was  never  in  vain 
tiiat  their  kindness  was  appealled 
to  for  sermons  on  great  occasions^ 
First  Communions,  retreats,  and 
even  lent en  stations*  On  the  eves 
of  great  feasts,  i^st  of  them  went, 
after  their  class  work  was  done, 
to  spend  the  evening  in  the  con- 
fessional, either  at  Annonay  or 
sone  neighboring  parish*  For 
•any  long  years  they  took  charge 
of  the  chaplaincies  of  the  hos- 

fltal  and  the  Ursuline  Cbnvent* 
Chomelp  p#  135) 

When  a  religious  comraunity  was  decided 
upon^  Septeaiber  15^  1^22^  the  letter 
asking  permission  for  Its  orgnalaation 
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included  a  brief  statement  of  previous 

practice  and  assured  the  Bishop  that; 

The  sole  end  of  this  Congregation 
will  be  to  promote  the  greater 
glory  of  God  by  the  sanctification 
of  souls  through  the  exercise  of 
the  ecclesiastieal  lainistry  In 
teaching  and  preaching*  (Roumeg 
P*  158) 

l|(r«  Iruller  de  la  Bznjmi&re,  Bishop  of 

Mende  and  Administrator  of  the  Diocese 

of  Vlvlers,  granted  their  request  on 

KoYenber  15th  through  his  ?icar  General, 

Aude,  who  %rrote: 

Ke  authorises  you  to  select  suijth 
persons  from  his  diocese  as  you 
shall  consider  able  to  teach  or 
preacht  C*^homel^  p.  144}  ^oume, 
P#  159) 

During  the  fomatlire  years  down  to  18229 
members  of  the  Ctollege  staff,  particia- 
arly  Father  Joseph  Aetorle,  frequently 
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absented  themselves  from  the  College  to 
Me«|it  preaching  engagements*  Father 
Pierre  lom-vielUe  was  a  Junior  mmber 
of  the  staff  who  knew  the  inconveni- 
ences resulting  from  such  absences. 
When  he  became  involved  in  administration 
he  was  slow  to  grant  permission  for  ab«» 
•ences  tr^m  school  work*  He  set  forth 
his  views  on  t^e  matter  in  a  letter 
written  to  the  iu  peri or  of  a  College { 

Ho  outside  work*  It  is  a  great 
teaptationi  eapecially  to  young 
priests,  to  have  any  outsiie 
work  for  it  preoccupies  them, 
follows  them  into  their  privacy 
and  tends  to  tire  them  of  what 
they  should  be  doing  for  their 
boys.  Schools  fill  rapidly 
when  people  see  men  remain  within 
the  limits  of  their  home*  The 
public  wishes  us  to  be  retired 
and  to  mingle  with  our  boys;  and 
it  is  only  then  that  it  places 
full  eonfidenee  in  us*  (Chomel. 
p*  15d) 
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His  personal  practice  was  to  accept 
preaching  ^ngagtttents  during  the  sumffl^r 
Months*  He  was  an  outstanding  preacher 
and  his  summer  vacations  were  a  suc<» 
session  of  retreats  and  like  apostolic 
work#  He  encouraged  younger  members 
to  spend  these  months  usefully*  To  the 
confreres  in  America  he  wrote  on  October 

It  was  not  without  consolation 
that  1  learned  of  your  apostolic 
work  undertaken  during  the 
vacation •  It  was  in  this^  that 
after  having  taught  and  worked 
for  the  sanctification  of  youth 
during  the  school  year  that  you 
spent  the  time  for  VacatioQi 
bringing  the  lii^t  of  the  gospsX 
to  %h»»m  scattered  people  who 
so  rarely  hear  the  word  of  God* 

When  a  draft  of  the  Constitutions  was 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  Holy  See 
in  1863^  Father  Julian  Actorie  took 
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fiottt  of  the  change  from  a  group  of 

seetalar  priests  living  a  common  life 

to  the  status  of  a  full  religious 

community  effected  by  the  taking  of 

irows  in  1^52  •  He  added  two  clauses 

%o  the  i^ecific  work  of  the  Congreg«» 

ation,  one  to  protect  the  common  lifs^ 

the  other  to  safeguard  the  authority 

of  the  Superior*  Chapter  I  of  this 

draft  of  our  Constitutions  reads: 

#«•  It  takes  up  every  kind  of 
priestly  work  that  is  compat- 
ible with  the  common  life  and 
the  obedience  due  to  the  Super«» 
lor«  Moreover  it  devotes 
itself  in  a  special  isanner  to 
teaching  in  colleges  and  to 

f  reaching  the  Word  of  Qod* 
Constitutions^  1^63^  Chap*  1} 

Father  Jean  ^oulerln  published  a  French 

translation  of  the  Constitutions  la 

187d  which  made  only  slight  verbal 

changes  In  this  articles 
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Vi«  It  takes  up  every  kind  of 
priestly  work  that  Is  compat** 
ible  with  the  comraon  life  and 
submission  to  its  Head;  and 
devotes  itself  in  a  special 
manner  to  teaching  and  preach- 
ing#   (Constitutions,  lo7d, 
Paragri^h  1) 

Father  Adrlen  Payolle  published  a  Latin 

text  of  the  Constitutions  in  1894  whieh 

Mmm  not  distributed  In  the  Province  of 

Oaada  because  it  contained  changes 

that  were  not  acceptable  to  the  Pro-* 

vinclal  Councils  The  only  significant 

change  In  the  apostolic  alms  of  the 

Congregation  was  the  Ineluslon  of  the 

word  saalnarles  In  this  paragraph! 

•«•  It  takes  up  every  kind  of 
priestly  work  provided  it  does 
not  interfere  with  the  commoa 
life;  and  devotes  Itself  in  a 
special  manner  to  the  education 
of  youth  in  colleges  and  serain-* 
aries,  and  also  to  preaching 
the  V/ord  of  God.  (Constitutions^ 
1894>  Art*  1) 
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The  English  translation  of  the  Coneti- 

tutlone^  published  by  Father  Pierre 

Grand  in  July  1908,  repeats  this  article 

unchanged •  Shortly  afterwards  internal 

differences  caused  the  Holy  See  to  con« 

voke  a  General  Chapter  to  meet  in  Rome 

during  the  Spring  of  1913  for  the  pur* 

pose  of  revising  the  Constitutions* 

The  revised  Constitutions  were  approved 

for  a  seven  year  period  on  September 

lli  1913*  They  made  an  important  change 

in  the  apostolic  work  of  the  Congreg-* 

ation  by  omitting  the  work  of  **preaeh«» 

ing  the  Word  of  God"* 

The  secondary  end  is  the  welfare 
of  souls,  particularly  through 
the  instruction  of  adolescents 
in  piety y  letters  and  science; 
moreover  it  takes  up  every  kind 
of  priestly  work  which  does  not 
interfere  with  the  common  life* 
(Constitutions,  1913,  art.  1) 
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These  Constitutions  were  never  printed 

and  had  only  a  limited  oirculatioa  h%m 

oause  they  were  temporary •  When  the 

Constitutions  were  revised  again  in 

1922  the  change  sade  in  1913  in  the 

apostolic  work  of  the  Congregation  was 

eontinued  so  that  the  text  which  waft 

given  definitive  approval  on  October 

14,  193d,  reads t 

The  specific  end  is  the  welfare 
of  souls,  particularly  through 
the  instruction  and  education 
of  youth  in  piety,  letters  and 
science,  and  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  priestly  min- 
istry of  any  kind  whatsoever, 
provided  they  do  not  interfere 
with  the  common  life.  (Consti- 
tutions, IBbiglish  translation, 
1956,  At.  2) 

In  closing  it  »Ry  be  said  that  during 

the  years  ld22..1922»  the  apo stole te  of 

the  Basilian  Fathers  was  based  on  the 
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local  needs  of  the  district  where  the 
neiflbera  were  iforkiiig#  In  France  the 
big  need  was  for  teachers  and  therefore 
thm   apostolate  of  education  waa  exer* 
eised  on  a  oommunity  basis  and  that  of 
preaching  the  Word  of  God  was  left  to 
the  seal  of  the  Individual  and  his 
talents* 

Oircumotances  were  different  in  Canada* 
Bishop  Gharbonnel  needed  priests  to 
staff  parishes  and  from  the  moment  of 
their  arrival  the  first  Basilian  staff 
of  St*  Micliael^s  College  was  not  only 
helping  out  at  St.  Michael «s  Cathedral 
on  Stmdays  and  feast  days^  but  was  also 
In  charge  of  St*  John  the  Evnaglist 
Parish  in  Weston*  This  was  more  than  a 
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passing  need  and  In  Amerioa  the  twofold 
apostolate  of  teaehlng  has  always  bssn 
•xarcissd  on  a  eommunlty  basis  with  eon* 
isres  assigned  full  time  to  both*  At 
the  same  time  the  preaching  of  retreats 
and  special  sermons  bjr  individual  mem- 
bers has  been  encouraged  and  until 
recently  one  or  two  priests  were  a  sort 
of  saall  mission  band*  The  change  in 
the  Constitutions  made  in  1913  has  not 
aside  any  difference  in  the  exercise  of 
preaching  among  the  confreres  in  America. 

(Paper  prepared  for  the  Commission  on 
the  Apostolate  of  the  Basilian  Ooniren* 
tion,  August  1966) 


